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Note on the Transliteration
The system of transliteration of Arabic characters in the thesis
follows as far as possible those used in both the second edition of
the Encyclopaedia of Islam and the Annales Islamologiques.
However, certain discrepancies in transliteration inevitably

appear, particularly in the citation of secondary sources.

Consonants

s ’ J z q
- b o S il k
< t B N J 1
& t U $ o m
d g o= d O n
z h h t 2 h
C h L z p W
2 d ¢ ‘ ¢ y
3 d ¢ g

B r a f

Short vowels are transcribed as follows: fathah — a, dammah —
u, kasrah — i. Long vowels are transcribed: ' —a, s— 10, s —1.
The ta’ marbiatah as terminals is written as "ah" . The definite

article in compound names is always given as "al ".
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Preface

There is a special kind of magic in "fireworks", that term which
always has strong correlation with joy and excitement. "Fireworks
during the Mamliik sultanate in Egypt (648 — 923 A.H / 1250 —
1517 A.D)" is an interesting and rich topic that deserves to be
discussed with studious care and attention. It connects the past to
the present as humanity has been enjoying its thrilling displays for
quite a long while. A question mark frequently hangs over the
usage of fireworks during the Mamluk period. Did the Mamluks
really know fireworks?! Answering this question needs further
searching the historical roots of fireworks during this era.

Despite the key historical and civilizational significance of this
subject, researchers did not tackle it with due attention. The topic
of this study has not been tackled in a detailed study before. It is
only mentioned in few researches; The most important of them is
"al-Naft istihdamuhu wa tatawwuruhu ‘inda al-muslimin (64 —
923 AH/ 684 — 1517 A.D)"1 as its authors, Tariq Mansiir and
Mahasin al-Waqqgad, specified a considerable part about the usage
of naft in the celebrations and ceremonies which occurred in the
Mamliik period. The second part of "al-Mala ‘ib fi ‘asr salatin al-
mamalik"* for Nabil ‘Abd al-‘Aziz is also a very appreciated
reference as it presents a full discussion of playing with fire
during this period. It also mentions many historical citations that
are clearly evident in the usage of fireworks under the Mamluk
rule.

The importance of fireworks during Mamlik period emerges
the need for a specialized study. That was the reason behind the

! Tariq Mansiir and Mahasin al-Waqqad, al-Naft istihdamuhu wa

tatawwuruhu ‘inda al-muslimin (64 — 923 A.H / 684 — 1517 A.D), Cairo,
2006

2 Nabil ‘Abd al-Aziz, al-Mala‘ib fi ‘asr salatin al-mamalik, hazl fursan al-
hayl wa ba‘d ma yunazzih nufisuhum wa abdanuhum gqabla yawm al-
haga’ig, Cairo, 20006, II.



researcher's selection of this topic to be her subject matter to get
the Master Degree from Tourism Guidance Department of the
Faculty of Arts at ‘ATn Shams University.

There have been several valuable studies that assisted this
work. No study about fireworks can be made without a thorough
use of the Mamluk military manuscripts. They were indeed the
foundation and the cornerstone of this thesis. They provided it
with technical information such as the types and recipes of
fireworks. The manuscript of Nagm al-Din Hasan al-Rammah
(died in 695 A.H / 1295 A.D), "al-Furisiyyah wa-l-manasib al-
harbiyyah", ' is the most prominent one. Anonymes "Qita°
mubtada ‘ah"* and " ‘Iyarat al-naft al-muhtag ilayha fi-I-hurib"’
which are dated at 774 A.H / 1372 A.D as well as anonyme "al-
‘Adim al-matal al-rafi* al-gadr "* which is dated at 871 A.H /
1466 A.D were also useful for attaining some essential
information about the various types of fireworks which are the
main topic of the second chapter.

Dictionaries played a crucial role in elucidating the ambiguous
terminology of fireworks. "Al-Gami * li-mufradat al-adwiyah wa-I-
agdiyah'™ for Ibn al-Bitar (died in 646 A.H / 1248 A.D) is one of
the most important dictionaries. Dawiid Ibn ‘Umar al-Antaki (died

' Hasan al-Rammah, al-Furiisiyyah wa-I-mandsib al-harbiyyah, released by

Ahmad Yisuf al-Hasan, Aleppo, 1998
? Anonyme, Qifa‘ mubtada‘ah li-irhdb al-‘aduww, manuscript no. 40
Military Techniques, Institute of Arab Manuscripts.

Anonyme, ‘lyarat al-naft al-muhtag ilayha fi-lI-hurib, manuscript no. 28
funiin harbiyyah, Institute of Arab Manuscripts.

* Anonyme, Magmii* fi-I-furiisiyyah wa-I-hayl wa-I-ramy, al-‘adim al-matal
al-rafi* al-qadr, manuscript no. 47 Military Techniques, Institute of Arab
Manuscripts

> Ibn al-Bttar, al-Gami * li-mufradat al-adwiyah wa-l-agdiyah, 1 - 1V,
Baghdad, 1960.
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in 1008 A.H / 1599 A.D) put a very precious dictionary entitled
"Tadkirat ult al-albab wa-l-gami‘ li-I-‘agab al-‘ugab"'. Besides,
the unique dictionary of Dozy, "Supplément aux dictionnaires
arabes".

In addition, Mamluk historical sources are one of the richest of
their kind in the whole Muslim world. They were very significant
in dealing with the first chapter of this thesis which is entitled
"celebrations and occasions witnessing fireworks in accordance
with the Mamliik historical sources". The chronicle of al-Maqrizi
(died in 845 A.H / 1441 - 1442 A.D), "al-Sulitk li-ma ‘rifat duwal
al-mulik", is one of the vital sources in this concern.’ Moreover,
"Inba’ al-gumr bi-anba’ al-‘umr"* for Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani
(died in 852 A.H / 1448 A.D), "‘lqd al-guman fi tarih ahl al-
zaman"’ for al-‘Ayni (died in 855 A.H / 1451 A.D), "al-Nugiim
al-azahirah fi muliik misr wa-l-gahirah" ° chronicle for Ibn
Tagribirdi (died in 874 A.H / 1470 A.D) in addition to "Tarih al-

' Al-Antaki, Tadkirat uli-l-albab wa-I-gami* li-I- ‘agab al-‘ugab, 1, Egypt,

1952.

2 R. Dozy, Supplément aux dictionnaires arabes, 1 — 11, Allemagne, 1927.

3 Al-Magqrizi, Kitab al-suliik li-ma ‘rifat duwal al-muliik, I — 11, released by
Muhammad Mustafa Ziyadah; III - IV, released by Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah
‘Asir, Cairo, 1934 - 1973.

*  Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-gumr bi-anba’ al-‘umr, released by
Hasan Habasi, I - IV, Cairo, 1969 - 1998.

> Al-‘Ayni, ‘Igd al-guman fi tarth ahl al-zaman, 1 — 1V; released by
Muhammad Amin, (815 - 824 A.H), (825 - 850 A.H), released by ‘Abd al-
Raziq al-Tantawi, Cairo, 1985 - 1992.

6 Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim al-zahirah fi mulitk misr wa-I-qahirah, released
by Gamal Mihriz and Fahim Saltit, VII - XVI, Cairo, 2005 - 2006.
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