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Abstract 
 

This study aims at exploring the role played by the 
locale in some of the novels of Thomas Hardy and 
Mohammed Abdul- Halim Abdallah. Both novelists chose 
the countryside as the stage and action in their novels. 
Although Hardy and Abdallah were not contemporaries, 
their treatment of the locale was, to a great deal, similar. In 
most of his novels, Abdallah gave evidence that the 
countryside, as a locale, highly influenced the progress of 
narration and development of his provincial characters. 
Whereas Hardy’s choice of the rural setting in his fiction 
stemmed from his deep conviction of its superiority over 
the city which lacked simplicity and beauty of nature. He 
wrote about ordinary people, their problems, their triumphs 
and defeats. Moreover, this study handles the social and 
historical influences that affected the literary output of 
Hardy and Abdallah. The role of women is also handled 
since Hardy and Abdallah centered most of their novels on 
female characters.  
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Introduction 
 

By the second half of the nineteenth century, English 
fiction was affected by developments of the industrial 
revolution, which influenced social and agricultural life 
conditions all over England. There was a great shift away 
from the agrarian society that had, in some parts, remained 
relatively unchanged for more than four hundred years to 
one of increasing industrialization and urbanization. Access 
to railroads offered the farm laborers a chance to leave the 
farm in favor of the city, where they could find better 
paying employment and a higher standard of living. The 
spread of education made them question their conditions on 
the farm. 
       On the other hand, a new class of urban capitalists 
were acquiring land property for purposes of pleasure not 
agriculture, thus turning old settled cottages and their 
families off the land. Hardy, as a child, witnessed much of 
the hardships the farm men faced in Dorset which would, 
later, become his model for Wessex. He included a few 
subtle references to his protest against the changing Dorset 
landscape and his admiration for the laborers and their old 
customs. He admired the unchanging agrarian way of life, 
as agriculture was necessary to England. In most of his 
novels, Hardy championed an ideal way of life, basically 
established in the rural areas. He did not share the idea of a 
better standard of living in the city although he himself 
experienced that in an early stage of his life. He seemed to 
equate the city with lack of tradition and lack of historical 
importance. 

Thomas Hardy (1840 – 1928) an English novelist 
and poet began his writing career as a novelist, publishing 
Desperate Remedies in 1871, and was soon successful 
enough to give up architecture –his first occupation –for 
writing. Other novels followed in quick succession: Under 
the Greenwood Tree (1872),  A Pair of Blue Eyes (1873), 
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Far From The Madding Crowd (1874), The Return of The 
Native (1878), The Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), The 
Woodlanders (1887), Tess of the D’Urbervilles (1891), and 
Jude the Obscure (1895). Moreover, Hardy published three 
collections of short stories and five shorter novels.  

Mohammed Abdel-Halim Abdallah (1913-1970), an 
Egyptian novelist, set much of his work in the countryside, 
especially in his beloved native village Kafr Bouline which 
he considered his own world. After graduation, Abdallah 
was appointed as an editor in the Arabic Language 
Academy where he could read much about literature and 
writers. Abdallah’s first published novel was Laqittah 
(1947) (A Foundling Girl). It was later produced as a film 
entitled Laylat Gharam (Night of Love). He wrote a large 
number of novels, the most popular were Shajarat Al-
Liblab(1949) (The Ivy Tree), Baad Al-Ghroub(1949) (After 
Sunset), Al-Wishah Al-Abbiadd(1951) (The White Scarf), 
Ghossn Al-Zaitoon(1955) (An Olive Branch), Min Ajle 
Waladi (1957) (For My Son), and Qessah Lamm 
Tatem(1970) (An Unfinished Tale). In addition, he 
published nine collections of short stories; the first was Al-
Nafithah Al-Gharbeyah (1954) (The Western Window), 
and the last was Juliet Fouq Satth Al-Qamar (1970) (Juliet 
on the Moon). Henceforth, English translations of the 
Arabic novels will be used in stead of their transliterations.   

This study aims at exploring the role played by the 
locale in some of the novels of Thomas Hardy and 
Mohammed Abdel – Halim Abdallah. Both writers chose 
the countryside as the stage and action in their novels. This 
study also traces the characteristics of the locale chosen by 
Abdallah and Hardy in some of their novels, by locating 
space in narrative, its language as both a product of its 
landscape and a major constituent in shaping the locale, its 
function and its meaning. Second, it discusses its 
relationship to time and characters. Finally, it sheds more 
light upon the social and historical implications that 
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influenced the locale and its characters. The study closes 
with the role Hardy and Abdallah allowed women to play 
in their fiction as an influential element of the locale. 

 Although Abdallah and Hardy were not 
contemporaries, their treatment of the locale was, to a great 
extent, similar. Abdallah chose the countryside because of 
his deep love for his birthplace and his admiration for the 
poor, simple and natural objects existing in his own village. 
In addition, he avoided mixing with the complexities of life 
in the city. His characters were simple poor people who 
kept a deep respect for the rules and traditions to which 
they were accustomed from their early childhood. In most 
of his novels, Abdallah gave evidence that the locale, 
especially the countryside, highly influenced the progress 
of narration and the development of his provincial 
characters. 

Hardy's choice of the rural setting partly stemmed 
from his deep conviction of its superiority over the city, 
which lacked the historical roots, simplicity and beauty of 
the country. He celebrated the nation's roots in its rural 
past. He wrote about ordinary people, their problems, their 
triumphs and defeats. Although he was aware of the great 
intellectual, social, scientific and political changes in his 
age, he chose for his characters the uneducated simple 
country people considering their life a good material for his 
novels. He was influenced by the Darwinian idea of the 
struggle for life and that helped in shaping his pessimistic 
view. This pessimism in Hardy's philosophy is also due to 
the influence of various thinkers such as J. S. Mill (1806-
1873), Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) and Arthur 
Schopenhauer (1788-1860). Moreover, Hardy had 
responded to the stress of his personal experience and the 
spirit of his age. 

 Hardy accepted science and felt its spell, but he was 
not happy about that. He was a meditative and solitary man 
who was in harmony with the green countryside of 
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Dorsetshire. There, he spent his boyhood and his life 
developed uneventfully until he reached the question that 
always interested human beings: the relationship between 
the universe and man. He always felt that man’s individual 
destiny was curbed under a law which is greater than 
himself. Everywhere in his novels, human beings appear to 
us as crushed by superior forces: first by nature, second by 
an indifferent and often a hostile chance, and third by the 
errors implied in their own desires.   

Similarly, Abdallah was often criticized for the 
melancholy and depression found in his novels, but he was 
acknowledged as the lover of the countryside and its 
champion. This melancholy was the outcome of his deep 
romanticism and alienation. His characters echoed those 
feelings in addition to his pessimism regarding the future. 

The locale, as a basic element in the structure and 
texture of the novel, is defined as the stage on which the 
action of the novel takes place. (Gebreil 11 t.m) It could be 
a pivotal element whose absence negatively affects 
narration and its consistency. Hardy and Abdallah 
considered the countryside their major locale in the process 
of writing. Sometimes, the city is absent but it silently 
appears as a foil to the village. Hopefully, this question will 
be determined in the light of analyzing the texts, 
demonstrating how the two authors depicted the locale and 
its relationship to other elements of the novel. This analysis 
will include “A Pair of Blue Eyes”, “The Return of the 
Native” and “Tess of the D'Urbervilles” by Hardy and “A 
Foundling Girl”, “The Ivy Tree” and “After Sunset” by 
Abdallah. 

Hardy and Abdallah were not the only writers who 
tackled the countryside in their fiction. The research is 
planned to show their individuality in processing the 
countryside as a setting and their sensitivity to the social 
upheavals of their times. The uniqueness of Hardy’s fiction 
rises from his great experience of the Wessex world and its 
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history which added another real dimension to his novels so 
that they become distinct among the other Victorian novels. 
Nevertheless, Abdallah was unique in portraying the 
history of his provincial characters in their eternal journey 
to the city where they could never feel safe. Their sense of 
alienation leads them to develop a hostile attitude towards 
the locale. However Hardy and Abdallah did not like the 
city, they had their varied reasons for this hostility. For 
Hardy, the city lacked the historical roots of the productive 
country and it is the root cause of its corruption. As for 
Abdallah, he considered the city the biggest threat to the 
indigenous provincial rules and traditions. 

Hardy's characters struggle to preserve the land and 
the people who work the land; they alone could revitalize 
the countryside and restore peace after chaos. These 
characters seem to be clutching to life in the country. In 
spite of their hard conditions, their stagnation was favored 
by Hardy himself. Unlike Hardy, Abdallah enjoyed a 
modernized way of life in the metropolis; at the same time 
keeping in mind the beauty, originality, peace and 
traditions of the countryside. Although he left his village 
early in his youth and moved to the capital, Abdallah paid 
monthly visits to his folk men in his village. Abdallah 
thought of the journey from the country to the city as a 
means of promoting and raising the social, literary and 
cultural standards of his provincial characters. That is to 
say, Abdallah gave his characters more freedom to move to 
the city where they could acquire a new experience of life.  

In his early novels, Abdallah was mainly interested 
in emotional and sentimental relationships rather than 
social ones. Later on, he presented different kinds of those 
relationships varying in degree and motive. Some of them 
were sensuous, others were romantic and a large number 
were parental. Those relationships developed gradually to 
include love for the society. The lesson Abdallah reached 
through his novels was that those who needed liberty were 
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occasionally its enemies whether they were farmers or 
educated. The deception, which afflicted them for a long 
time, was of greater influence than phantomlike liberty. 
This was the irony of the wide distance between theory and 
practice of life in general. 

To sum up, this study is divided into an introduction, 
three chapters and a conclusion. The introduction is an 
overview of the whole thesis as it sums up the main 
objectives of this study and its directions. The first chapter 
is dedicated to define the terms place, space and setting as 
they converge in meaning so that the word locale is chosen 
for its inclusive meaning. The chapter also handles the role 
of language in forming the locale. The chapter closes with 
the most outstanding types of locales, their uses and the 
influence of time on the structure of the novel. The second 
chapter is devoted to pinpoint the mutual influence of the 
country and the city, and their presence in Hardy and 
Abdallah's fiction with special reference to Tess of the 
D'Urbervilles, A Pair of Blue Eyes, A Foundling Girl and 
The Ivy Tree. The chapter concludes with the role time 
plays in these novels and the aspects Hardy and Abdallah 
shared or differed. The third chapter examines the historical 
and social influences of the locale on Hardy and Abdallah's 
literary output. It also tackles the role both writers assigned 
to women, as one of the major constituents of the locale, in 
their fiction. The conclusion sums up the final findings of 
the research. 

Finally, it is important to point out that the choice of 
Hardy and Abdallah as the topic of this research was 
inspired by specific reasons: first, Hardy had a deep 
influence on Abdallah which Abdallah himself 
acknowledged in his book Al-Wajh Al- Akhar(1970) (The 
Other Face) and which Doctor Youssef Nofal recognized in 
his dissertation entitled Mohammed Abdel-Halim 
Abdallah,Hayatoh wa Adaboh(1973)(Mohammed Abdel-
Halim Abdallah   his Life and his Literature). Doctor Nofal 
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has referred to the impact of Hardy’s Tess of the 
D’Urbervilles, in particular, on Abdallah’s literary output. 
Second, coming from the same socio-economic background 
as Abdallah, in fact, being born and bred in Abdallah's 
village was a great incentive in making the researcher read 
the works of the writer (a native son of my village) within a 
setting I am personally familiar with. It should also be 
noted that all translations of Abdallah's novels and the other 
Arabic resources have been translated by the researcher. 
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