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INTRODUCTION

Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic inflammatory disease of
unknown etiology. that has systemic manifestations characterized
primarily by the pattern of joint involvement which may be (mono-or
polyarticular ) , symmetrical or asymmetrical . """

There is abroad spectrum of clinical manifestations ranging from
mild arthritis to debilitating and destructive disease alfcciing noteniy
the joints but potentially most organs in the tody ( lung . spleen . liver
kideny ). 7Y

As regards the pathogenesis , the immunological events in tiwe
synovium results in inflammatory response mediated by immune
complex and tissue destruction mediated by stimulation of svnovial
cells .

Intercellular adhesion molecules ( ICAM.,) are proteins which
Ars umooitant fs teodiaters of close cell -cell and cell =0~
interactions . They are able to influence and regulate basic cellular

functions including morphogenesis and immunoregulation .

Cell adhesion molecules have been implicated as pathogenetic factors

.. . . . . 678
in inflammatory diseases including arthritis !

As regards the management of RA many patients with RA

seems to have acceptable control with a program of physical therapy

and non steroidal anti-inflammatory -drugs .




A&IM OF THE WORK

The aim of this studv is to compare The efficacy of Goid.
methotrexate and methotrexate with azathioprine . Intreatmentof
rhumatoid arthrities using intercellular adheston molecule (ICANM 2

monitor of RA activity before and after treatment.




/ PATIENTS AND MET!ODS

association Criteria selected from the oo, oo (i

Medicine and Rehabilitation department

line of treatment .

Group I : will consist of 15 patients under . 1d he: Ry
Group IT : will consist of 13 patients under methatrexate and

azathioprine therapy .

(before/after) treatment

1- Clinical assessment .

2- Laboratory assessment which will include :-
(I) E.SR.
(2)CR.P
(3)RF.
(4) (ICAN.)) .

The material of this study will comprise 43 patienis witl, qoh

The patient will be classified into 3 groups according te L

Group IT : wiil consist of 13 patients urder methotresate therapy

YO
rheumatoid  arthritis  according to  the  \miericarn ncaraio

4

All the patients will be subjected to the following assessimion
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DISCUSSION

The Results will be analysed and discussed in view
of other available published data .
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