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Summary

Summary

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is a
common neuropsychiatric disorder (Wang et al., 2011).

Reports on the prevalence of ADHD/HKD have varied
from 0.5% to 16%. It accounts for most mental health referrals
of children (Aguiar et al., 2010) (Bange, 2011).

Traits of inattention, impulsivity, and motor hyperactivity
characterize children diagnosed with attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), whose inhibitory
control is reduced (Adriani et al., 2011).

There is a high level of comorbidity with developmental
and learning problems as well as with a variety of psychiatric
disorders. ADHD is highly heritable, although there is no
single causal risk factor and non-inherited factors also
contribute to its aetiology. The genetic and environmental risk
factors that have been implicated appear to be associated with
a range of neurodevelopmental and neuropsychiatric
outcomes, not just ADHD (Thapar et al., 2011).

Attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is
not restricted to children. Abundant evidence from follow-up
studies accumulated since the 1970s supports the concept of
ADHD in adulthood. Genetic research points to a heritability
of 76%, and neuroimaging studies have reported structural and
functional brain abnormalities in patients with ADHD.
Contrary to popular belief, ADHD is not a culturally bound
disorder and has been described worldwide (Bolea et al.,
2011).
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