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Dissertation Abstract:

The present study aimed to apply a proposed program to train educational
technology specialists who use and manage virtual classrooms to develop their
cognitive and performance skills and to develop their attitudes toward working in
these classes. The researcher followed the survey approach by reference to previous
studies and research to collect the list of skills required for these specialists. The
semi-experimental approach was chosen to apply the proposed program on a single
experimental group consisting of 30 randomly selected workers from the
Technological Development Center of the Ministry of Education and 30 specialists
at the Smart School of October Educational Administration where the virtual classes
are received.

The researcher benefited from the previous studies in determining the objectives of
the current study and deriving the list of skills necessary to use and manage the
virtual classrooms needed for the educational technology specialists.

The researcher collected the results of the application and processed them
statistically. Then, she interpreted them and in light of that she verified the
hypotheses of the study. The researcher found that there is a positive impact
resulted by the application of the study program to the specialists of educational
technology academically through the high level of their skills in the use and
management of virtual classrooms from the cognitive and performance points of
views, as well as from the psychological side where the impact of the application
resulted in the development of their tendencies towards working in the field of use
and management of the virtual classrooms.

The research introduced a number of recommendations such as doing
workshops and training cycles to train the instructional technologists on creating
and managing the virtual classrooms and consequently managing other instructional
situations. Also, the research recommends to use the designed training program, the
researcher has followed, in developing the skills of instructional technologists to
manage the virtual classrooms all over Egypt.

Keywords: Virtual classrooms, Instructional technologists, Virtual reality, Training

programs, International standards.
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