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INTRODUCTION 

The word cirrhosis derived from the Greek word 'scirrhus', which 

means orange yellow or tawny surface of the liver seen at autopsy 

(Arey et al., 1962). Laennec gave cirrhosis it name in 1819 in a brief 

annotation to his treatise De l'auscultation mediate (Duffin, 1987). 

The definition of cirrhosis remains morphological, described by a 

working party for the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1978 

as:" a diffuse process characterized by fibrosis and the conversion of 

normal liver architecture into structurally abnormal nodules" 

(Anthony et al., 1978).  

Cirrhosis stands as an end process of various chronic liver 

diseases and its complications represent considerable reasons of death 

worldwide.  Cirrhotic liver diseases are extremely costly in the term of 

human suffering, providing health services, and premature loss of 

productivity (EASL, the international liver congress; Amsterdam, 

2017).    
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The aim of the present study is to measure ischemia modified 

albumin in plasma and ascitic fluid in decompensated cirrhotic 

patients with and without spontaneous bacterial peritonitis in order 

to: 

 Calculate its validity in establishing diagnosis of spontaneous 

bacterial peritonitis in compared to gold standard method of 

diagnosis among this population. 

 Measure correlation between ischemia modified albumin levels 

and different prognostic indices (Child-Pugh, MELD, and CLIF-

SOFA) in patients with decompensated liver cirrhosis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


