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INTRODUCTION

There is a nearly endless list ol chemicals and biological
agents that can be i_gﬁle'iOUS when inhaled, ingested or absorbed
through the sklni Sbi‘ne_drugs produce Injury in the course of
therapy, while olhers are introduced accidenli'iy or intentionally -
into the body. The use of forﬁlldehyde as a fodd preservative may

be an example of the later group (Lipscomb, 1992).
1e3

Formalin as a powerful preservative, is not permitted to be
~ added directly. However, any food may contain up to Smg/kg
formaldehyde derived from any wet strength Wrapping
containing formaldhyde bascd resin, or of plastic food containers
made from formaldehyde (Egan et al., 1981 and Salem et al.,

ol w5
1994).. ‘

Althbugh formalin'may be hazardous to human health, many
food handlers in Egypt illegally add a small aﬁmunt of the
chemical to milk especially in summer, to improve its keeping
quality (Atherton and Neulander, 1977, El Gendy et al., 1980

"

i v
and Salem et al., 1994).

v
Mutagenic effect of formaldehyde has been in\}es-tigated
intensively with conflicting results (Litton, 1982, Brusick, 1983
and IARC, 1987). / <
/ :
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AIM.OF THE WORK

The aim of this study is to assess the cytogenetic effect of.

formaldehyde (chronic ingestion) on bone marrow cells of rats.
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