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Abstract

* Israeli practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), especially in
the West Bank, such as settlement building, land confiscation and house
demolitions, have constituted a flagrant violation of the rules of international
law. And these practices would further obstruct the peaceful solution.

* The Israeli side seeks to confirm the validity of these practices , to legitimize
them and to evade their obligations as an occupying power. The report issued
by former Israeli judge Edmund Levy in 2012, known as the Levy Committee
report, was the latest Israeli legal attempt to legitimize the establishment of
settlements in the West Bank, based on legal assumptions that Israel is not an
occupying power in the legal sense, and that the West Bank, at any historical
stage, has no stable political authority exercising sovereignty over it.

* Therefore, the study concentrates at addressing the Israeli legal attempts,
especially the "Report of the Levy Committee”, trying to analyse them and
showing their agreement with the settled legal rules in international law , the
rulings of international courts and resolutions of international legitimacy. The
aim of that is to use the results and conclusion of the study to strengthen the
Arab negotiating position in the future .
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