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Abstract
Background: |

Angiodysplasia is recognized as an important cause of acute and chronic
gastrointestinal bleeding. The term angiodysplasia is frequently used to describe an
acquired and degencrative lesion characterized by vascular ectasia of the bowel
mucosa and submucosa which may lead to bleeding . Angiodysplasia of the
gastrointestinal tract is common in the population 60 years of age and older. The
clinical presentation varies from an incidental finding in an otherwise asymptomatic

person to occult bleeding or an acute massive hemorrhage.

AIM OF WORK:

The aim of our work is to review the literature for the following objectives:

1. To determine the incidence of angiodysplasia in the gastrointestinal tract and its
role as a cause of bleeding.
2. To evaluate the different methods used to diagnose angiodysplasia in the
gastrointestinal tract.
3. To describe different therapeutic modalitics comparing the efficacy of each

method to the others.

Conclusion :

From this study we cenclude that angiodysplasia is a focal submucosal
vascular ectasia acquired with aging, degenerative in nature, manifests only by
gastrointestinal bleeding. Diagnostic  strategies include nuclear scintigraphy,
mesenteric angiography and endoscopy which is the most common method used
for diagnosing angiodysplasia. Several modalities are available for management of
angiodysplasia; endoscopically, which is the most convenient method, laser is the best
if available, argon plasma coagulation is the commonly used modality in clinical
practice. Other modalities include, angiographic ablation, pharmacological and

surgical treatment.
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