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Abstract:

“Some groups or individuals have a particularly hard time exercising their
right to adequate housing as a result of who they are... To protect the right
to housing effectively, it is necessary to pay attention to the specific situation
of individuals and groups, in particular those living in vulnerable situations.”
(Housing Policies for Social Cohesion 2008).

Vulnerable groups including (immigrants, disabled people, elderly, one-head
households, the unemployed, victims of disasters and wars, and so on) are a
growing segment in the world and our society. In Egypt, periodic reports
about their demographics, economic, and social situations are released by the
government, organizations of civil society, and international bodies. Housing
laws and policies should be tailored to those groups rather than merely
targeting the majority groups. The Government in cooperation with the
Ministry of Housing supports the vulnerable social groups through social
housing projects and subsidies. However, the Egyptian housing market faces
difficulties in accommodating a variety of social subgroups where housing
offerings themselves are narrow and unfulfilled of the specific needs of each

group.

Research about housing situation of these groups is the focus of geographers,
sociologists ...etc. Researches are lacking of being urban oriented; how these
demographic segments are affected by the housing they are offered. Physical
form characteristics can be correlated with the quality of life of
aforementioned vulnerable social groups. For such vulnerable groups,
demographic characteristics and social conditions determine the housing
problems they are facing.

This is an exploratory research that aims to investigate the housing situation
of vulnerable groups in urban areas in Egypt, to study their housing situation
in relation to main kinds of housing they are offered, outline a typology of
their housing preferences to be able to target them properly in the market.



Key Words: vulnerable groups in housing, female-headed households,
inclusive neighborhoods, housing supply for vulnerable groups in Egypt
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