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Summary:

Industrial heritage is an authentic part of Egypt’s heritage that is often overlooked
and forgotten. During the era of the viceroy (Mohamed Ali), Egypt was a pioneer in

developing large scale industries especially cotton and textile industry. An industry that
was once the milestone of local economy and sustained a big sector of the market labor.
However, this industry collapsed by the early 90s owing to the neo-liberalization poli-
cies causing a huge set back in local economy. Consequently, many industrial areas fell
into disuse. This study focuses on Minet el-Bassal area in Alexandria which is one of
those withstanding industrial remnants that is now facing deliberate deterioration and
trials to erase its history. The study reveals the serious challenges facing the area and
highlights its hidden potentials.

By the same token, this research investigates the possibility of reviving such areas
using the creative and artistic vernacular practices in the city. Furthermore, it aims to
introduce a workable model to transform Minet el-Bassal into a hub for creative circular
industries through small-scale urban interventions. The proposed model cherishes the
site’s productive memory and responds to the environmental and economic challenges
given the limited resources. Moreover, it engages the vivid artistic scene of Alexandria
in a genuine urban development process by giving it a productive tincture.



“Great cities are built in layers: New buildings can help reinforce older urban forms and
old buildings can be re-imagined to serve new uses. It is the juxtaposition of old and
new that gives cities their interesting corners, their urban surprises, their texture.”
(The urbanist, 2013)



Disclaimer

I hereby declare that this thesis is my own original work and that no part of it has been
submitted for a degree qualification at any other university or institute.

I further declare that I have appropriately acknowledged all sources used and have cited
them in the references section.

Name: Date:
Signature:

il



Acknowledgments

I would like to first thank my family for their endless support and their belief in
me throughout my life. I would also like to thank my friends that were always there for
me and my colleagues who made this journey pleasant and unforgettable.

I am grateful to the guidance and encouragement of Professor Nabil el-Hady and
1 would like to give him a sincere thanks for his unwavering support on both academic
and personal levels. I would also like to thank Professor Miller Stevens for sharing his
experience. [ would like to extend my thanks to Professor Heba Abu el-Fadl for her help
and support.

il



Dedication

This thesis is dedicated to those who believe in the power of art to make a difference in
our cities.

v



Table of Contents

DISCLAIMER.......uuiiiinietnnnennnsnenssennessessaessasssssssesssssssssssssassssssssssssssassssssassssssssssases 1T
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS....couiiininnninnennnssnnsaessssssesssessassssssassssssssssssssassssssasssasssssssosss I
DEDICATION IV
TABLE OF CONTENTS....cuuiniiiiniiniinenstensncsisssnsssssssssessassssssssssssssassssssassssssassssssaess A\
LIST OF FIURES.....cooiitinientinnennnsninnessnessessaesssssssssssssesssessasssssssssssssssssssssassssssassssess Vil
ABSTRACT.....coiiiininnninnennnssessnesnsssessscssssssssssessasssssssssssssssssassssssassssssssssssssassssssassssssss XI
CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION.....ccciiuinrenrensnensunssesssessacssessacssessssssassssssssssassssssssssaess 1
LT INTRODUCTION......ooiiitiiiiiiiiciieteetee ettt s 1
1.2 RESEARCH PROBLEM.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiientceceee et 2
1.3 RESEARCH MAIN QUSTION......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiieitcieeciteeetcteeestee e 4
1.4 RESEARCH SUB QUESTIONS.....cccoiiiiiiiiiieiieteeetee ettt 4
1.5 RESEARCH HYPOTHES. ..ottt 4
1.6 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY......cccocotiiiiiiiiiiiinieiieienecteeeeeeieeesie e 4
1.7 RESEARCH STRUCTURE......cccecciiiiiiiiiiniiiiiitceeet e 5
CHAPTER 2 : THE POTENTIAL ROLE OF ART IN DEVELOPING CITIES......7
2.1 WHAT MAKES THE CITY ALIVE?.....ooiiiiiceececceee e 7
2.1.1 TRANSFORMATIONS IN ART ROLE........cccccceiiiiiniiniiiiniiecicneeeen 8

2.2 CURRENT GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicceeceee 8
2.2.1 ART AS AN INCLUSIVE PRACTICE.........ccceeoimiiiniiniiiieienieieereeeenes 8

2.2.2 ART AND INDUSTRY.....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiinicecteeeeteeeeieee e 9

2.2.3 ART AS AN URBAN CATALYST.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiieeceneececeece e 10
2.2.3.1 KIENATISCH NOORD, NDSM, AMSTERDAM.........cccceeevveunnn. 10

2.2.4 ART AND STORYTELLING.....c.ccoitiiiiiiiniiiinieieeieneceeeeeeie e 11
2.2.1.1 ZOLLVEREIN, ESSEN, GERMANY.....c.ccccctvviniininiinieiniceeene. 11

2.2.5 ART AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.........cccceeviiiiiiiniiiiiiiiienieicnee 12
2.2.5.1 MICHAEL SINGER'S MEMORIAL GARDENS..........cccccceviennins 12

2.2.5.2 CHEONGGYECHEON STREA, SEOUL, KORYA.........cc.cccocneee. 13

2.2.6 LEARNINGS FROM GLOBAL SCENE......c.cccccoeviiniiiiniinieiicieiciceenn, 14

2.3 NATIONAL EGYPTIAN PERSPECTIVE.......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiecececee 15
2.3.1 LOCAL ALEXANDRIAN PERSPECTIVE.........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiicnns 15
2.3.1.1 INTRODUCTION......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienteeeeeeecie et 15

2.3.1.2 ROLE OF ART IN ALEXANDRIA.......cccociiiiiiiniiiniiniciccieene 16

2.3.1.3 CURRENT ART SCENE......cccccciiiiimiiiiniiniiiiieieeceeseee e 17

2.4 SUMMARY ..ottt ettt et 18

CHAPTER 3 : CASE STUDY AREA (MINET EL-BASSAL)....ccooerennuenrucsnnsuesnnnns 19
BT ALEXANDRIA ...t 19
3.2 INDUSTRIAL AREAS IN ALEXANDRIA.......cccecoiiiiiiiiieieeceececee 19
3.3 MINET EL-BASSAL HISTORICAL INDUSTRIALAREA.........ccccoviiiiiiiienn. 20



3.4 LOCATION AND SITE IDENTIFICATION.......cccoooiiiiiniiiiinieniicieceeeceeeeeen 20

3.5 ACCESSIBILITY ..ottt s 21
3.6 DEMOGRAPHICS........oooiiiiiieee e 22
3.7 SITE REGISTERATION......cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee et 22
3.8 MAIN DEVELOPMENT ANCHORS.........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiciiietccceeceeeie 24
3.9 HISTORICAL TRANSFORMATION OF MINET EL-BASSAL.......ccccccceiviinnne. 24
3.9. 1 PTOLEMAIC ERA. ..ottt 26

392 MEDIEVAL ERA .. ..ottt 27

3.9 3 MOHAMED ALT ERA......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiteteecteece et 28

394 KHEDIVAL ERA ......c.ooiiiiiiiiiice e 30

3.9.5 SOCIALISM ERA ..ottt 31

3.9.6 NEO-LIBERAL ERA ..ottt 32
3.9.7 CONTEMPORARY ERA.......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeteeeeeee e 32

310 SUMMARY ..ottt et 33
CHAPTER 4 : FOCUSED AREA ANALYSIS....cuiinieninnenensnensnessecssesssessssssessenns 35
4.1 FOCUSED AREA BOUNDARIES........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiieececee et 35
4.2 PHYSICAL URBAN ANALYSIS. ..ot 36
4.2.1 BUILDINGS TYPOLOGIES........cccecoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneeeceeeeeieeeeeee e 36

4.2.2 BUILDINGS FUNCTIONS.....c.oioiiiiiiiiiiiieiceercieeeerctee e 37

4.2.3 BUILDINGS HEIGHTS......cociiiiiiiiiiiiiieccceccet et 38

4.2.4 BUILDINGS CONDITIONS.......cciiiiiiiiiiiieieeieeeeseetee e 38

4.2.5 LISTED BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES.........ccociiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiieiies 40

4.2.6 SPACES TYPOLOGIES.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiececeee e 42

4.2.7 STREET TYPOLOGIES........ccceoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieectceeee e 42

4.3 NON-PHYSICAL ANALYSIS.....ooiiiieeeeeeeetee e 43
431 OWNERSHIP.......oocoiiiiiiiiicc e 43
4.3.2 MANAGERIAL STRUCTURE.........ccccciviiiiiiiiiiiiiicicceccceeee 44
4.3.2.1 MANAGERIAL ENTITIES........cccoiiiiiiiiiiniiicieeeeceeeee, 44

4.3.22 MANAGERIAL SCHEME..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceccecce, 44

4.3.2.3 POTENTIAL POINTS OF INTERVENTION.........ccccceviiniiiinnens 45

4.3.3 SURROUNDING CRAFTS.....coooiiiiiiiiiiiiictee e 46

4.3.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES.......c.cociiiiiiiiiiiieieeieeeesece e 46

4.4 SUMMARY ..ottt et 48
CHAPTER 5 : PREVIOUS INITIATIVES AND CHALLENGES............cccceeuveuueee 49
5.1 GOVERNMENTAL APPROCH........cccccciiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiciiicecitcetee e 49
5.1.1 GOPP 2017 MASTER PLAN.....ccceooiiiiiiiiiiieiiitceeeceeee e 49

5.1.2 CLEANING THE CANAL AND NEW CORNICHE...........ccccccccecvininnnnnn. 50

5.1.3 ARTERY OF HOPE PROJECT.........ccceoiiiiiiiiniiniiiiiecicceeceeeee 50
5.1.3.1 STRATEGIC PLAN.....cccioiiiiiiiiiiiicieteeececeeeteee e 50

5132 CRITICISM....coiiiiiiiiiiieecteee e 51

5.1.3.3 IMPLEMENTATION......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeicceeneeeeeeee e 51

5.1.3.4 POSSIBLE FUTURE ALTERANATIVES.........cccooiiiiiiinn 52

5.2 NON-GOVERNMENTAL INITIATIVES......cccecoiiiiriiiiiiiiieieeeceececee 53

vi



5.3 LARGE SCALE VS SMALL SCALE INTERVENTIONS.........cccceeiiniiinieiinnee. 55

5.4 CHALLENGES . .....c.oiiii e s 55
54T ECONOMIC.....c..coiiiiiiiiiiiiececee e 55

542 SOCTAL. ..ottt s 56

543 ENVIRONMENTAL.......cciiiiiiiiiiiiece e 57

5.5 SUMMARY ...ttt e 57
CHAPTER 6 : RE-VITALIZATION STRATEGY....cccceeeuererruenruesnnsuessnnsanessessacssessnes 59
0.1 VISION....oiiiiiiiiii et st 59
6.2 STRATEGIES.......ooiiiiiiie et 61
6.3 STRATEGY ZONES.......ooiiiiiieeee e 64
6.4 PROGRAM......ooiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 65
6.5 FINANCING SCHEMES.......ccoioiiiiiiiceee et 67
6.6 RE-FINED URBAN FABRIC..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiicicccceeeceeee e 69
0.7 MOBILITY.....oiiiiiiiiiiee ettt s 73
6.8 ENERGY LANDSCAPE......ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeetet et 73
6.9 ART AS INFRASTRUCTURE........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieccecteeee e 74
6.10 PILOT PROJETS.....oooiiiiiiet ettt 74
6.10.1 MAHMOUDYA CANAL PRESERVATION........cccccociiiiiiiniiiiiieniicicee. 75
6.10.1.1 WATER PURIFICATION DESIGN STRATEGY........ccccccevvenee 76

6.10.1.2 LANADSCAPING......ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciceeteeeceee e 76

6.10.1.3 POTENTIAL PARTNERS AND FINANCING........ccccceeuievennnnne. 71

6.10.2 HYBRID TEXTILE RE-CYCLING PROJECT..........cccccevviiniiiiniininns 80
6.10.2.1 PHYSICAL ADJUSTMENTS......ccooiiiiiiiiiniiiceieeeeee 80

6.10.2.2 TEXTILE INDUSTRY WORK FLOW.......cccccceniiiiiiiiniiiiiiinnne 81

6.10.2.3 BUILDING ENERGY PERFORMANCE..........cccccceviriiiniiiinnene 81

6.10.2.4 POTENTIAL PARTNERS AND FINANCING........cccccevuivvennnnne. 82

6.10.3 ART STREET AND ART RESIDENCY PROJECTS.......ccccccoeviiiiniinne &3
6.10.3.1 POTENTIAL PARTNERS AND FINANCING........c.ccceevvrennnne. 84

6.11 EXPECTED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.........cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccecee 85
CHAPTER 7 : CONCLUSION....coiiiiinruensunsnnsssessacssessaessassasssssssassssssasssasssssssssssssssssasss 87
7.1 POTENTIAL RISKS .. ..ot 87
7.2 LIMITATIONS AND DIFFICULITIES......cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieieciccceeneeeeeeeeeee 87
7.2.1 LEGISLATIVE.....cooiiiiiiiiiieeee e 87
T22MANAGARIAL. ..ot 87

7.2.3 DATA GATHERING........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiictiece e 88

7.2.5 ENVIRONMENTAL........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee et 88

7.3 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS......cc.cociiiiiiiiiniiiiiieiciecieeee, 88
REFERENCES........otiininienienninieniesninnisnsssesssessssssssssesssssssssssssassssssssssassssssssssasss 90

Vil



List of Figures

Fig. (01): Shows the degradation in urban environment in Minet el- Bassal.................... 3
Fig. (02): Shows the classification of creative industry SECtOrs. ........ccceveeruervenieereennenne. 9
Fig. (03): Shows the transformation strategy for Kunststad project.........c.cccoeeeevverueennnnn. 11
Fig. (04): Shows the project from inside after implementation..............cccceeeeiverienennnens 11
Fig. (05): Shows the different phases of revitalizing NDSM wharf.............ccoceveenne. 11
Fig. (06): Shows one of the coking plants that turned to Ruhr-Museum......................... 12
Fig. (07): Shows the juxtaposition between new activities and history of the place....... 12
Fig. (08): Michael Singer's memorial garden in Stuttgart............ccceverieninnenienceniennn. 13
Fig. (09): Michael Singer's Water Gardens.............ccecueeeereenienieneenieeieneeie e 13
Fig. (10): The Cheonggyecheon traffic COrridor..........coouirierieniriinieiceieseeeee e 14
Fig. (11): The Cheonggyecheon stream after restoration.............cceeceeveeeveerveneneenceneennn 14
Fig. (12): El-Seed’s Mural in Manshyet NaSer..........cccoceeririerieninienieieceseceeeeeeee 15
Fig. (13): D-CAF dance event in public Streets..........coevurruerierieniieieniieieeiesieeeeeee e 15
Fig. (14): Mapping the artistic scene in AleXandria..........ccoceeverrieneeneeiienieneeeesceeene 17
Fig. (15): Fishermen village initiative by Gudran.............cccoceveriinieninnienienceeeceee 18
Fig. (16): Naseem El-Raks event in mahatet el-Raml............c.ccoccoeiiniiniiiiniiniie, 18
Fig. (17): Mapping of industrial areas inside the City's COT€........ccecuerirririienienienieeenne 20
Fig. (18): Site identification and main attraction POINtS..........cceeeereerieereerieerieeeereeeenes 21
Fig. (19): Mobility routes and site accesSibility.......cccoevuerieriiriierieiiiienieeeeeeeee 21
Fig. (20): Socio-economic data of Minet el-Bassal.............cceoervininiiiiniiiieee 22
Fig. (21): Zoom out map highlighting historic structures in Minet el-Bassal................. 23
Fig. (22): Zoom in map highlighting the boundaries of heritage buildings in Minet
C1-BaASSAL ...t 23
Fig. (23): Historic timeline of Minet el-Bassal's urban development in relation to the
(6313 /SRR 25
Fig. (24): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Ptolemaic era...........c.ccceceevueeiennnnnee. 26
Fig. (25): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Medieval era.............ccccevervueneennnne. 27
Fig. (26): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Mohamed Ali era............cccceeueenenne 28
Fig. (27): Population growth in Alexandria Egypt (1806-2015).......cccceeviviiniiniieniennne. 29
Fig. (28): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Khedival era............cccoocverinennnnne. 30
Fig. (29): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Socialism era............ccccceeveveriennnne 31
Fig. (30): Urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal during Neo-liberal era...........cccccccevvennnnne. 32
Fig. (31): Major transformations in the urban fabric of Minet el-Bassal........................ 33
Fig. (32): Major structural elements defining Minet el-Bassal...........cc.cccceveriinennnnnens 35
Fig. (33): Boundaries of the focused area of analysis.........c.ccecceevierieniiieniencneceee 35
Fig. (34): Buildings typologies in Minet el-Bassal............ccccooceviiriiniiiienieniiieceeee, 36
Fig. (35): Examples of buildings typologies in Minet el-Bassal...........c.cccccevervieniennnne. 36
Fig. (36): Buildings old operation cycle in Minet el-Bassal............ccccoecevieninencnnnnen. 37
Fig. (37): Buildings functions in Minet el-Bassal.............ccoceviriiniininiiniicceccee 38
Fig. (38): Buildings Heights in Minet el-Bassal...........cccocoeviriininiiiiiiiceeee 39
Fig. (39): Buildings conditions in Minet el-Bassal............cccccoceviiniininiiiniiiniiienceeee, 39
Fig. (40): Listed buildings and structures in Minet el-Bassal............cccoccooveeviieninnnnen. 41
Fig. (41): Alexandria Bank building..........cccceoerieiiiiinieieieeeeeeee e 41
Fig. (42): Makbas EI-Nil and Makbas MasT..........ccceveriirieniieiienienieeiesieeieeee e 41
Fig. (43): MaKDas 45......oieiieiieieee ettt ettt 41
Fig. (44): Makbas El-Tareekh...........ccccceeririiiiiiiiieiieeceee e 41
Fig. (45): Spaces typologies in Minet el-Bassal...........cccocceeviriiiiiiniiiieiieecieseeeee 42
Fig. (46): Streets typologies in Minet el-Bassal...........ccocooviiiiiiiiniiiniiiiiceeee, 43

viii



Fig. (47): Buildings ownership structure in Minet el-Bassal...........cccccccevieviniencnnennn. 44

Fig. (48): Managerial scheme in Minet el-Bassal..........c.cccoceeviniininiininiiciieceee, 45
Fig. (49): Priority of intervention points in Minet el-Bassal............ccccooeeviininiennnnnnn. 45
Fig. (50): Local crafts around Minet el-Bassal............cccceoiriiniinineniiienienceieeee 46
Fig. (51): Products of textile crafts (umbrellas and beach seats)...........cccceeevverieeniennnns 46
Fig. (52): Textile Crafts Waste.........cocveeiieiieiiieiiecie ettt 46
Fig. (53): Tempo of socio-economic activities in different days at 12 pm............c..c...... 47
Fig. (54): Activities Mapping and atmosphere on Thursday 12 pm..........ccccceevveeirennen. 48
Fig. (55): Shows 2017 GOPP master plan...........cccceeeevuerienerienienieeieneeeceeseee e 49
Fig. (56): Strategic plan of Artery of hope project.........cccvevveeciienieniiienienieeeeeieeeeene 51
Fig. (57): Areas where the canal was filled.............coocoeiiniiniiniii 51
Fig. (58): Areas where the canal was filled.............coocoeiiiiiniiniii 51
Fig. (59): Parts of the canal that have been covered...........cccevverieniniinieniiinieee 52
Fig. (60): Potential alternatives for the remaining part of the canal...............c.ccceeennene. 52
Fig. (61): Proposal of Dina Nassar as part of the AFD initiative...........ccceccvevereerereennennne. 53
Fig. (62): Proposal of a team from Alexandria university for reviving the canal............ 54
Fig. (63): Proposed image of the canal after revitalization..............ccceeeuierieniiieniennnnne. 54
Fig. (64): Strategy proposed for re-vitalizing Minet el-Bassal...........cc.ccoceveiiininennens 59
Fig. (65): Diagrams showing the difference between old and proposed production pro-
(O OO PSP UPOTUPPORUPPROPRRPRRROPOR: 60
Fig. (66): Strate@y ZOMES......c.eeeiieriieiiieiieeieeriee et ette et esteeeaeesieeesbeesseesseesseeenseenseesnseens 64
Fig. (67): Relation between the preserved part of canal and the traffic corridor............. 64
Fig. (68): Detailed program of creative industry & re-cycling industry & art and culture
SBOEOTS. ¢ttt eute ettt ettt ettt eb e et e bt e bt ea e e et e bt nh et ea bbbt eh e e bt e bt e ebe et e et e bt st e eaneeeee 65
Fig. (69): Detailed program of housing & community service & supporting sectors.....67
Fig. (70): Financing scheme for the proposed program..............cccceeveeecvieniencreeneeeneenne. 68
Fig. (71): Proposed strategy for buildings adjustment..............ccccceverienienenieneenennene. 69
Fig. (72): Proposed guidelines for outer parts of Makabes buildings..........c.ccccceevuennnenee. 70
Fig. (73): Proposed guidelines for inner parts of Makabes buildings..........c.ccccceevueennenee. 70
Fig. (74): Proposed guidelines for big warehouses & Storages..........c.ccecvevvereerieneennenne 71
Fig. (75): Proposed guidelines for small warehouses & storages...........ccoceevverveneennennen. 72
Fig. (76): Proposed guidelines for partly ruined structures............ccceeeeeerveneneeneennenne. 72
Fig. (77): Proposed mobility Strategy........ccouereeriirieniieiieiesiieie ettt 73
Fig. (78): Proposed strate@y fOr NEIZY........cccveriieriieriieiieeieeiieeie et eve e sre e 73
Fig. (79): Art s INfTaStrUCTUIE. ... .eoviiiiieiieeie ettt ettt ettt eae e e e 74
Fig. (80): Location of the three pilot Projects.........cccviecvierieiiiienieeiierie et 75
Fig. (81): Canal purification design Strategy..........cceereerurerreeeiieeniienieeniieereeeeesaeesneesenes 76
Fig. (82): LandSCape ZONES........ccueeuieieriieiieiiesiieteeie sttt sttt sttt ettt 77
Fig. (83): Proposed design for canal and landscape...........coceeverienieniniienienenienieee, 78
Fig. (84): Section showing constructed wetlands in canal & events zone & canal cornic
DIt a et ettt et e h et et nae et enten 78
Fig. (85): 3D visulalization for canal and events Zone.............cccovvevuerieneenieeiieneenienene 79
Fig. (86): Main zones of Makbas El-Tareekh builing............c.ccocceeviniininiinininiennne. 80
Fig. (87): Proposed physical adhustments for Makbas El-Tareekh builing..................... 80
Fig. (88): Proposed textile re-cycling industry cycle inside the building........................ 81
Fig. (89): Diagrams showing energy flow & natural lighting and ventilation................. 82
Fig. (90): Section showing the inner passage & additions on the roofs & ventilation
SRATES .. ettt ettt 82
Fig. (91): 3D visulalization for the inner passage...........ccceecueevierieenieecieenieeveeriee e 82
Fig. (92): Proposed design strategy for art Streets..........ceeovereererienieneeienieeeiesceieenne 83

1X



Fig. (93): 3D visulalization for street after adjustments.............ccceeeveeeiencieenienieeneennen.
art residency............. 84

Fig. (94): Proposed adjustments for transforming the building to
Fig. (95): 3D visualization for the whole area after revitalization



Abstract

Industrial heritage is a significant part of Egypt’s heritage that is often overlooked
and forgotten. During the era of the viceroy (Mohamed Ali), Egypt was a pioneering
country in developing large scale industries especially cotton and textile industry. An
industry that was once the milestone of local economy and sustained a big sector of the
market labor. However, this industry collapsed by the early 90s owing to the neo-liberal
policies causing a huge set back in local economy. Coupled with rapid transformations
in urban dynamics, many industrial areas fell into disuse and became incapable of sus-
taining their future.

Minet el-Bassal or “the former cotton district” of Alexandria is one of those with-
standing industrial remnants that has made a great contribution to the Egyptian economy
but now is facing deliberate attempts to erase its history and serious urban challenges.
This study addresses the different economic, social and environmental complexities
of this area that was once part of the city's edge, then became part of its main core.
Moreover, it reveals its multi-dimensional historic layers that are usually ignored and
overlooked owing to the rapid urban development; in addition it tries to establish new
connections with them.

Such areas have great opportunities for development; therefore there have been
several large-scale initiatives over the last few years to revitalize Minet el-Bassal area
but none of them came to reality. This study highlights the gaps in these trials that did
not't offer realistic workable solutions to the challenges of excessive deterioration, lack
of economic base, social diversity and marginalization. The study also questions the
feasibility of projects being implemented right now in the area especially filling el-Mah-
moudya canal project that has catastrophic implications as it deprives the area from its
only green lung and erases an important part of the city's history and urban memory.

Given this complex situation, this research investigates the possibility of reviving
such derelict areas using the creative and artistic vernacular practices in the city. More-
over, it aims to introduce a workable model to transform Minet el-Bassal into a produc-
tive hub for creative circular industries especially sustainable textile industries; a model
that cherishes a memory of production by creating an economic engine for the area and
simultaneously, responds to the current environmental and economic challenges given
the limited resources.

The proposed revitalization strategy highlights the critical role art can play in
developing the city. It engages the vivid artistic scene of Alexandria in an honest urban
development process by giving it a productive tincture in addition to its role in bringing
socio-cultural diversity to Minet el-Bassal and opening it more to the Alexandrian soci-
ety. The strategy employs art to create a network of small-scale urban interventions that
can achieve tangible results in short time and relate to the site’s different dimensions;
history, industry and nature. The network act as a stimulator and incubator for develop-
ment; reviving local textile industries, improving technical education quality, bringing
nature into the consciousness of production and providing more jobs and opportunities.
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