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ABSTRACT

Patients that develop cardiovascular failure following cardiac
surgery fall into a variety of different categories, including patients who
develop postoperative arrhythmias and those requiring postoperative
inotropic support. In addition, the need for postoperative inotropic
support may be raised by low cardiac output syndrome, chronic heart
failure or acute myocardial infraction.

Support of the failing heart can be implemented, either by
physiological support or, in the worst scenario (when the heart fails to
compensate itself). Pharmacological and mechanical support can be

introduced.

Keywords

e Heart failure.

e Cardiac surgery.

¢ [ow cardiac output syndrome.

e Postopertaive myocardial dysfunction.
s Inotropes.

¢ Vasodilators.

e Diuretics.

¢ Beta-blockers.

s Intra-aortic-balloon pump.

¢ Circulatory assist devices.
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