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INTRODUCTION _ |

' ANATOMY OF THE MALE
URETHRA

The m;glle urethra acting as a conduit’ .forl both urinary and genital
systems extends from the internal meatus to the external meatus at the tip
of the glans penis (fig.1). It is about i8 - 20 cm long and may be considered
in four regional parts; preprostatic, prostatic, membranous and penile
urethr_a. The urethra presents a double éufve while the penis is in its flaccid
state. Except during passage of fluid along it, the urethral canal is a mere .
slit,
| The Pre-Prostatic Urethra

The pre-prostatic urethra possesses a stellate lumen and is about 1-1.7
cm in length, extending almost vertically from the bladder neck to the
superior aspect of the prostatic gland. The non striated muscle bundles
surrounding the bladder neck and the pre-prostatic urethra are arranged as
distinct circular collar, which becomes continuous distally with the capsule
of the prostatic gland. The bundles, which fOrfn this pre-prostatic or -
internal sphincter (sphincter vesicae) are separated by connective tissue

 containing many elastic fibers, ©




. INTRODUCTION B

Flg (1): Sagittal section of the penis.

(1) Glanular, (2) penile, (3) Bulbous, (4) Membranous and

(5) Prostatic. @




