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Abstract

This study aims to compare the linguistic representation of Israelis and Palestinians in online
articles of two Arab websites, Al-Ahram Weekly and Al Jazeera English, and two western websites,
Cable News Network and New York Times, covering Israeli attacks against Gaza during Operation
Cast Lead, which Israel launched against Gaza, on the last week of December 2008. This study
relies on Fairclough’s (2003) conception of critical discourse analysis (CDA), while utilizing
Halliday’s (2014) systemic functional grammar (SFG), van Leeuwen’s (2008) soico-semantic
inventory and Caldas-Coulthard’s (2002) categorization of speech acts as tools of analysis. This
theoretical and analytical framework is employed to investigate the way the four websites under
study use representational and discursive strategies to represent Israeli and Palestinian actors.
Findings suggest that the representation of Israeli and Palestinian actors is affected by the
ideological stances of the reporting websites and the power relations between the groups involved
in the conflict.

Key words: Critical discourse analysis, media discourse, representation of social actors, systemic

functional grammar, ideology
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