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PREFACE: 
As an urban design and urban planning student , seeking to understand what urban design is, was 

one of the main reasons I joined the urban planning and design department, and throughout my 

years of study which have been directed by some of the greatest Egyptian professors and doctors, 

I kept on wondering why do I not understand clearly the relationship between all 3 disciplines 

architecture, urban design and urban planning, and more specifically urban design and planning. 

I understood how urban design works in terms of academic projects and in terms of practices and 

how to provide a thorough data collection and analysis, develop objectives and reach a good 

urban design concept all the way to developing options, evaluation and implementation, yet I 

always wondered how this can be linked to urban planning. And then I graduated with a weak 

understanding to how the process from an operational perspective works yet knowing what to do 

when it comes to practice. As I proceeded in my post graduate studies I was seeking such 

knowledge, and in my search journey for a motive for my research it all started with an 

observation. It seems that we do have professionals and practitioners in Egypt who taught us the 

know-how of the practice and who actually work on various urban design projects; however, 

observing the urban design product within the city especially Cairo, made me wonder; How come 

that the city generally lacks the basic urban design principles of livability, legibility, walkability, 

and other urban design principles? And this question has lead me, along with my previous 

question concerning urban design relationship with planning to search within the process itself. 

If something is wrong with the urban design product, then we need to check the process. If a 

factory is to produce cars, and the product is found to be a 4-wheeled bicycle instead, we should 

not blame it on the bicycle, we should examine the entire process that lead to such product, to 

identify what went wrong? Similarly, if a city seeks to produce an urban design product and it 

turned out to be something different, and noticeably inefficient, then something should be wrong 

with the process taken to create such a product.  

The conducted research has been a result of a 2-year research which witnessed many turns of 

events and multiple changes to the expected research methodology, results, sequence or even 

research techniques. Discussing such a large topic such as the relationship between 2 huge 

disciplines urban design and planning, cannot be covered from all aspects in such a limited 

research. However, the research aims to shed a light on a topic that could be of interest to multiple 

disciplines, and it is going to mainly be discussed in breadth to cover several aspects and 

relationships of both disciplines, and what is discussed in breath cannot possibly be studied 

simultaneously in depth within a time and data bounded research. 

The thesis aims to answer several questions mainly around the urban design process and how it 

relates to the urban planning process all the way to ensuring the implementation of a good urban 

design process within the city.   
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ABSTRACT: 
Urban Design in the Egyptian context is facing major challenges, not only in terms of principles 

application or a certain problem with the urban product in specific areas, but also in the core of 

its understanding, values and process. The Major defining element of urban design is by the 

Unified Egyptian law 119/2008 which defines urban design as a group of individual or connected 

buildings with public or private use on a single land parcel. The offered definition contradicts the 

meaning of urban design in any international understanding. Incorporating such understanding 

to urban design as a part of the detailed plans on local level creates a gap between planning and 

the urban design product in the city. 

The urban product in Egypt lacks the basic considerations or principles which urban design aims 

to achieve in any city. The current status of urban design requires a thorough study to what it 

should be like, not in terms of the product, but starting the beginning of the process; how it 

connects with the planning process, and how to create a successful urban design process, leading 

to a good urban design product within the Egyptian context. 

Urban Design discipline is facing similar challenges from a theoretical perspective; where urban 

design process is not properly defined in theory, and the gap between urban design and planning 

is considered a well-known problem in the literature of urban design. Consequently, developing 

an understanding to urban design process, what it should be like, and how it connects to planning 

process requires a dual investigation on both theoretical and practical levels to reach a proper 

framework for the Egyptian context. 

KEY WORDS 
Urban Design process, Urban planning process, Multi-disciplinary, Gap, success considerations, 

framework 
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