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Introduction

Along the past years dentistry has gone through numerous
developments in knowledge, techniques and technology. Among
many of the more recent challenges is to achieve the best esthetics.
For the optimal esthetics, it is important for restorations to reproduce

not only the color but also the translucency of the natural tooth.

In order to get a satisfied shade match for a restoration, there
are three parameters of color; hue, chroma, and value that should be
considered where the shade difference between a restoration and its
surrounding teeth should be indistinguishable. Moreover, there is a
fourth element which is translucency considered to be an important
factor in selection of restorative materials. Translucency is the
property of a substance that permits the passage of light, but also
disperses the light. The translucency of a restorative material
provides an added “lifelike” vitality and a natural appearance to the

completed restoration.

The most important goal of the restorative dentist is to restore
a tooth structure to its natural form, function, and appearance at an

acceptable level so as to positively impact the patient's satisfaction.

Little is known about color changes in ceramic restorations
over time, as investigators focused on the mechanical properties of
the material. However, the adverse conditions of the oral
environment may cause changes in the physical properties of the

material.™



