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IntRODUCtIOn 

 

Ischemic Stroke is defined as focal or global 

neurological dysfunction lasting longer than twenty-four 

hours or leading to death which is caused by vascular insult 

either stricture or occlusion of specific vascular territory 

(Onwuekwe et al.,2012). 

Stroke is the second leading reason for death for 

people higher than the age of sixty years. Stroke is the most 

common cause of adult disability and the second most 

important cause of dementia worldwide (Chung et al., 

2016). 

Approximately sixteen million first ever strokes 

occur in world, causing a total of 5.7 million deaths per 

year (Strong et al., 2007) . About 85% of all strokes deaths 

are registered in low-and middle-income countries, that 

additionally account for 87% of total losses because of 

stroke concerning disability-adjusted life years, calculated 

worldwide in 72 million per year (Lopez et al., 2006). 

Stroke accounts for 6.4% of all deaths in Egypt and 

therefore ranks third after heart diseases and liver diseases 

(Abd-Allah et al., 2014) . The incidence rate for all strokes 

in Egypt is 250 per 100,000 population annually in Egypt. 

It ranged between 22.7 and 180 per 100,000 population 

each year for first ever and recurrent stroke, and between 

29.8 and 250 per 100,000 population each year for first 

ever stroke. The prevalence rate in Egypt for 1st ever and 

recurrent stroke ranged between 508 and 777 per 100,000 


