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INTRODUCTION 

epatitis C virus (HCV) infection is responsible for chronic 

hepatitis C, a necro-inflammatory process of the liver that 

progresses towards liver cirrhosis in about   -     of patients 

(Thein et al.,     ). 

When liver cirrhosis is established, liver cancer may 

occur at an average      annual rate (Lok et al.,     ; 

Sangiovanni et al.,     ).  

During the past decades, treatment of chronic hepatitis C 

with pegylated interferon and ribavirin led to cure of HCV 

infection in about     of treated patients (Fried et al.,     ; 

Von Wagner et al.,     ).  

A sustained virological response (SVR), as undetectable 

HCV RNA after therapy end, has been associated with a 

reduced risk of developing hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) 

(Veldt et al.,     ; Morgan et al.,     ; El-Serag et al.,     ).  

The recent introduction of new antiviral drugs, directly 

targeting HCV replication, allowed achieving SVR rates in over 

    of treated patients, irrespective of the liver fibrosis stage 

(Charlton et al.,     ; Leroy et al.,     ).  

Reig et al, reported the impact of direct acting antivirals 

on the risk of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) recurrence after 

H 


