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I- INTRODUCTION

Maize is considered one of the most important and promising
cereal crops in Egypt, it is used mainly for human consumption and
feeding animal as} well Maize has been considerable as a source of
carbohydrate, oil and somewhat proteins. Tn 1998, the maize cultivated

area reached about 1.697 million feddans which produced about 5.431

‘million tons of grains with an average yield of 22.90 Ardabs/feddan

(Anonymous, 1998).

In Egypt, maize plants are attacked by a great variety of insects.
Some of them are major pests of regular occurrence and cause serious

damage' to their host plants such as the pink stem borer, Sesamia cretica

- Led. (Noctuidae), the lesser sugar canc wormi, Chilo agamemnon Bles.

(Pyralidae), The European corn borer, Ostrinia nubilalis (Hub.)

~ (Pyralidae), the corn leaf aphid, Rhopalosiphum maidis F. (Aphididae),

and the pink corn worm, Pyroderces simplex Wlsm (Cosmopterigidae).

Others are minor Species or rare occurrence and limited economic
importance. Occasionally, one or more of the minor insects may quickly
build-up a high population and change into a pest when favourable
environmental conditions vexist' during particular season. Among these
insects that show such behaviour are the semi-looper Autoba
(Eublemma) gayneri (Roth) (Noctuidae) and the looper worm Chlorissa
faustinata Mill (Geometridae) which are recorded for the first time on

cormn maize in Egypt.

Therefore, the presént investigation was designed to fulfill the

following :



¥

1-

2

Surveying available insect pests that attack corn plants in Sids
Agricultural Research Station, Beni-Suef Governorate together with

their associated predators.

2- Ecological studies on certain insect pests namely : three com borers

(Sesamia cretica, Chilo agamemnon and Ostrinia nubilalis), leaf
maize aphid, Rhopalosiphum maidis; pink com worn, Pyroderces
simplex; com semi-looper worm Autoba gayneri, corn looper worm,
Gymnoscelis pumilata; Christmas berry webworm; Cryptoblabes

gnidiella and shedder bugs, Creontiades pallidus.

Biological studies on corn semi-looper, Autoba gayneri (Roth)
(Lepidoptera : Noctuidae) and the shedder bugs, Creontiades pallidus

Ramb (Hemiptera : Miridae) under constant laboratory conditions.

This work was performed in the Department of Economic

Entomology and Pesticides, Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo University in

collaboration with the Department of Field Crop Pests, Plant Protection

Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center, during 1996-1998

seasons.



