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ABBREVIATION B

: American College of Rheumatology

. Arthritis Impact Measurement Scale 2.

: Cervical vertebra 1

: Cluster of differentiation 4.

: Cyclo-oxygenase-1.

: C-reactive protein

: Computerized Tomography.

. Disease Activity Score.

: Disability index using Health Assessment questionnaire.
. Distal interphalangeal.

: Disease Modifying Anti-Rheumatic Drugs.‘
: Endothelial cell. |

. Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate.

: European League Against Rheumatism.
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: Human Leucocytic Antigen.
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: Ritchie Articular Index.
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: Temporomandibular joint,

: Tumour necrosis factor-p{ ﬂ/ )/ /'“
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INTRODUCTION

Rheumatoid arthritis is characterized by chronic inflammation of syno-
vial joints, often resulting in structural damage that can lead to severe
dlsablhty which has been identified as one of the prlmary dimensions in the

assessment of outcome in RA.W

Clinical rheumatologists should now focus on accurate assessment of
disease activity and consequent targeted treatment protocols, emphasizing how
even mild disease may lead to irreversible damage, and how it is easy to

underestimate disease induced disability.!

In recent onset RA, the number of radiographic lesions was correlated
with a longer duration of complaints at the first visit. Progression of these
lesions was predicted by a high'BascIine joint damage,'high CRP level and a
positive IgMRFP!. Therefore radiographs, [gMRF estimation (which is the
sole serologic indicator included in the American College of Rheumatology
criteria), and measuring diseasé activity are good predictors for outcome in

RAM
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AIM OF THE WORK

he aim of this study is to analyze the correlation of
functional disability scores with other measures of clinical
status, laboratory findings and radiographic scores in

patients with recent onset rheumatoid arthritis.






