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INTRODUCTION 1

Definition of RAbortion:-

Spontaneous abortion is defined as any recognized invo-
luntary pregnancy loss occurring before fetal viability, 24 weeks.
Approximately 80% of all spontaneous abortions occurs before 12
weeks and are called early abortions. The rest occurs between the

thirteenth and the twenty forth week and are called late abortions. 0

The World Health Organization (WHQO) in 1977 defined
abortion as expulsion or extraction of a fetus or an embryo wel-
ghting 500 grams or less (approximately equal to 20-22 com-

pleted weeks of gestation). )

Incidence:-

The risk of spontaneous abortion for a woman with no
history of reproductive wastage is about 15%. The study of
Poland et al., © indicates that the likelihood of repeated abortion
after a first spontaneous abortion for a woman with no living
children is 19%. If there is a history of two consecutive spon-
taneous abortions, the risk increases to 35%, and if the history 1s
of three consecutive spontaneous abortions, the likelihood of

repeated abortion is 47%.



