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-1-
Introduction

Phylum moliusca constitues one of the major divisions of
the animal kingdom and is of unusual interest both in regards
to diversity of organization and in the multitude of living species,
conservatively estimated to be 47, 000 (Boss, 1971 ).

All of the existing higher taxa have been recognized since
the Pre-Cambrian and this stability reflects, in part, the ability of
the molluscs to cope successfully with the repeated insults
imposed by pathogens and parasites. Members of class
gastropoda ( Snaiis & Slugs ), at least numerically, are the most
successful members of molluscs and are of special economic
concern in that they serve as intermediate and paratenic hosts for
helminth parasites causing diseases in man and his domesticated
animals .

In Egypt, two species of snails are very important from the
parasitological point of view : Biomphalaria alexandrina &
Bulinus truncatus {order :Basmmatophora, Family : Planorbidae )
which being the intermediate hosts of Schistosoma mansoni and

Echinostoma sp .

It is worthy to mention that, the distribution of
Biomphalaria alexandrina 1s limited to Delta region whereas
Bulinus truncarus s widely spread all over the Nile Valley,
irrigation channels , drains and in many places in the River
Nile ( Leiper and Gordon Thomson , 1918 ) . The absence of
B. alexandrina  from upper Egypt was likewise, recorded By



