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ABSTRACT




The Norwegiyan playwright, Henrik Ibsen whe
lived one hundred vears ago was mainly interested
individualityv,

in
His main aim in life was to advocate

individuality to the full. True individuality to

Ibsen means finding oneself and being it.

Ibsen believed that the human beings!

1s to try as hard as they

mission
can to discover their

potentialities and make full wuse of themn. He

thought that all people should regard themselves as

human beings first of all then males or females,

citizens of a certain country, memhers of a
political party or believe€ of a certain religion,.

According to Ibsen, true individuzlity cannot
be achieved wunless all obstacles are abolished.

These obstaclies can bhe in the shupe of soecial,

political or strong conventional beliefs that might

stand in the way of the individual and hinder the

process of self-realization. Thus true individuality

requires freecdom in 1its full sence; freedom of

thourhi, crpression and action, Othervise
individua:ity w4 be repressed no matter what
gslogans the 2 " " Licians might sav.

Ibsen knew that achieving individuality is not

5o easy in practical life. Man, by nature, is a

mixture of two aspects; the individual (the will to

assert himself) and the gregaricus (the desire to e

safe). These i1wo aspects are alwavs in conflict.,

It is not easy for many people to stand in the face
of social counventions and go their own way, Thus,
they might sacrifice their individuality for the

gsake of their safety. This 15 the greatest mistake




that ibsen could never forgive. lle warned people
against the tyranny of the majority over the
minority. Ibsen used to encourage his readers to
think freely instead of simply following the

conventions that are followed by the majority.

Unfortunately, many thinkers advocated this
rigcht for men but thev blocked their ears concerning

the plight of women who were denied the same right.

As Ibesen was an advocate of freoedom and

indivduality, women's position has attracted his
attention. It is true that he addressed humanity in

general, yvet women occupied 8 unique part of his

thinkina, The nineteenth century society alloweu

women to develop little indiviuduality. Thus, they

were torn between conventions on one hand, and a

desire to achieve individuality on the other hand.

Their igncrance afffeeted their behaviour and
personalities, Ibesen felt their misery as
individunls and rushed to help them.

In w.s wri:.. g , Ibsen did not call for certain

rights for ... 2n, for example he did not mention

women’s right to vote. He dealt with a widur topic
which 1is woman’s place in man's world.
regarded women first of all as

Ibsen
human beinas, and

only secondary as females. He aimed at awakening

the search of individuality inzide women. They i~ust

have the chance to develop their fullest hLuman

potentialities, Thus, he cared for freeing his

heroines from the 1mpact ol dominating forces that

crush individuality and self-assertion. His

heroines, 1like himself have a revolutionary spirit

that is alwavs in a continuous search for their

self-realization.




Ibsen’s heroines are not the traditisnal

romantic and submissive girls. They are eager to

learn, seek experience and ready to face troubles in

order to find self-fulfilment. They are

serious,

have an 1independent character or seek to achieve
such a character.

In his writings, lbsen criticized social

conventions, medieval beliefs, the educutional

system and the institution of marriage,

Henrik JIbsen set the buses for liberation.

First of all, he was searching for free minds that

can dare to think logically regardless of old

beliefs, c¢onveniions, socinl or political values,

Througi:out his life, he kept calling for this free

mentality. All institutions and systems should be

set to serve the individual not Lo imprison his

thinking and freedom. If such systems prove their

failure then they must be abolished and re-organized

by peopi. t~ serve the individual.

The educ fonal system was one of those systems

that Ibsen ovposcd. Much of what people were taught

to accept as religion was no more than medieval

nonesense, People took forgranted what they were

taught in schools, churches, etc...They did not make

use of their minds or dared to discuss such sac-id

topics as rel:igion and morality, It was Ibsen’s

Nora 1in 'JWMDQl;{Q_“”qqu', who represented the

liberated woman and had the courage to re-examine

all values to {ind out whether what others sav was



Ibsen's heroines are not the traditicnal

romantic and submissive girls. They are eager to

learn, seek experience and ready to face troubles in

order to find self-fulfilment. They are

serious,

have an independent character or seek to achieve
such a character.

In his writings, lbsen criticized social

conventions, medieval beliefs, the educational

system and the institution of marriage.,

Henrik Ibsen set the buases for liberation.

First of all, he was scarching for free minds that

can dare tgo think leogically regardless of old

beliels, conventions, social or political values,

Throughout hisn life, he kept calling for this free

mentality, All instituticns and systems should be
set to serve the individual not to

thinking and freedom.

imprison his
If such systems prove their
failure then they must be abolished and re-organized

hy pesnls to serve the individual.

The . | :ational system was one of those systems

that Ibsen opgpod.ced., Much of what people vere taught

to accept as religion was no more than medieval

nonesense. People took forgranted what they were
taught in schools, churches, etc...They did not make
use of their minds or dared to discuss such -~acred

topics as rcligion and morality, It was Ibsen’s

Nora in ‘A Doll’s  House’, who represented the

liberated woman and had the courage to re-examine

all values to i{i1nd out whether vhat others say was



true or false, Nora sald to her husband:
be satisfied

*I can't
with what most people say, and what is

in books. I must think things out for myself, and

try to get clear about them.'l

Nora did not become liberated untill she

thought for herself and realized her need to exist
as a human being,

Marriage was another institution that Ibsen

attacked in his plays. No doubt in his age, he

faced a storm of anger for daring to attack such a

sacred institution. Ibsen believed that marriage

like education needed a drastic change.

Ibsen criticized marriage in ‘A Doil's House’,

because it hindered Nora from realizing her
individuality,. Nora rejected the marriage which

gave a beautiful slave to a kind master. hhora

finally believed that before any real connection

betvween her and Helmer was to take place, they both

needed a -:-.ic chanye,. She wus aware for the
first time +hat -lL¢ could never be capable of
genuine love u, ” :s she

was a complete person, She

was #lso aware thiaoe licimer had to change. iic had to

realize that Nora had a soul apart from him. People

could nut claim that they really love unless they
were independent and mature enough. 'A Dell’s
louse’, did not call for easy diverce or abandonment

of home as some might think, On the contrary, 1if

the play meant to say anything, it was a call for

true marriage based on strong foundations.

1. Henrik lbsen, A Doll’s House, trans.
William Archer, introd. by M. Yassin El1 Avouty,
{Cairo: The Anglo Egyptian Bookshop,
p.11G,

n.d. !,




