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General introduction

Crustacea and fish were thrown into ecological propinquity by the very fact
of their aquatic existence. Both in marine and fresh water environments, fishes
| »are undoubtedly, among the best potential hosts for any prospective parasite. It
- is, therefore, not surprising that those ‘crustaceans, which tend to adopt
parasitism as their mode of life v'ery often, become parasitic on or in fish.
Parasitic‘ crustaceans on fish are numerous as species and abundant as
~individuals, they show ’the most interesting array of morphological adaptations,
whereas, the structural diversification of the crustacean parasites is extensive
and there effects on the host fishes are correspondingly varied. In addition to the
academic interest they hold numerous parasitic crustaceans are of substantial
economic importance, especially as some crustaceans induce mortality of the
host under certain conditions (Kabata1970).

Most parasitig: crustaceans are external, living on the body surface of their
" -host, but others have colonised more sheltered microhabitats on their hosts, such
as the gills, nostrils and mouth (Kabata, 1981; Lamb, 1998). As early as 300 BC,
parasitic copepods irritating tuna and swordfish in the Mediterranean Sea were
noted by the Greek Philosopher Aristotle (cited by Wilson, 1917).

In 1554 Rondelet figured a tuna with one of the copepods in place near
the pectoral fin. Also Stroem (1762), and Baster (1765) described and figured
some parasites which they call fish Iicé, but they regarded the egg strings as
antennae and printed their figures upside down (V\ﬁlso'n, 1905). It is not
surprising, therefore, that there has been an increasing demand for knowledge
about the nature of these crustacean parasites all over the world.

Baird (1850) produced the first monograph on British crustacean
published by the Ray Society and it was the first work to use the now accepted
familial ending “dae” for his family group taxa. Then in 1913 Scott added a new




