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Abstract 

 

      Journalists have covered the 25th January Egyptian revolution analyzing and 

expressing opinions. The thesis is concerned with the inconsistency of their stances and 

positions. More specifically, it investigates shifts in the political stances of American 

journalists during and post the January 25th Egyptian Revolution. The thesis adopts 

Fairclough’s (1992, 2010) three-dimension framework of discourse, together with, 

Fairclough & Fairclough’s (2012) argumentation model to investigate the corpus of the 

current work. The corpus incorporates ten articles, seven editorials and three op-ed 

articles, that are published in the American newspaper New York Times on the Egyptian 

revolution from January 25th, 2011 to March 31th, 2011. Analysis is conducted on three 

levels; textual, discursive and social. Results indicate that writers are bias, taking sides 

and changing them according to the changes of the events. Thus, the articles witness a 

gradual change of stance from the pro-Mubarak and anti-revolution stances to the anti-

Mubarak and pro- revolution stances. 
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Chapter one: Introduction 

1.1 Introduction  

 

      The Egyptian revolution that began on the 25th January 2011 created radical political 

and social repercussions in Egypt. One of those political repercussions is that it changed 

the 30-year regime of Mubarak. The change involved a shift in the political stance of 

journalists and media men as reported in the studies of Youssef (2012), Alhumaidi (2013) 

and Abdel Kawy (2015).  Such shifts in stance are of particular interest to this thesis; 

however, this study focuses only on printed mass media, particularly newspapers. These 

shifts in the political stance are subtle and unannounced. This brings about questions of 

how such subtle changes can be described and detected; and the extent to which power 

relations and hegemonic structures in society can be said to be the force that brings them 

about.  

 

      Thus, the present thesis is a study of shifts in political stances of American English 

journalists during and in post January 25th Revolution. To that effect, the thesis uses a 

linguistic framework that draws on Fairclough’s (1992, 2010) three-dimension 

framework of discourse, together with, Fairclough & Fairclough’s (2012) argumentation 

model to investigate the corpus of the thesis. The corpus consists of newspaper articles 

that are published in the American newspaper New York Times on the Egyptian 

revolution from January 25th, 2011 to March 31th, 2011. Newspapers are chosen rather 

than other mediums of mass media, because they are affordable to a large segment of 

people, even laymen on streets, and they deliver messages easily and quickly. Moreover, 

newspapers are distinguished by editorials and opinion editorials which usually define the 

line for the newspaper and thus convey the stance of both the writer and the newspaper 

itself. That is why editorials and opinion editorials are specifically selected for 

investigation.   

 

 

 

 



3 
 

1.2 Objective and Scope of the Study  

 

      The main objective of the study is to investigate the shifts in political stances of 

American English journalists during and in post January 25th Revolution. In attempting to 

realize this objective, the study draws on Faiclough’s three-tier theory of CDA (1992, 

2010) which brings together the social and discursive analysis as well as the linguistic 

analysis of texts. However, this study does not apply Fairclough’s model entirely. It 

employs only selected linguistic tools that are assumed to assist in detecting changes in 

stances, namely; macroanalysis: level of social practice; and microanalysis: a) level of 

discursive practice, b) textual level: (diction, metaphor, modality, reference, and 

transitivity and theme).  In addition, the thesis adopts Fairclough & Fairclough’s (2012) 

argumentation model. 

 

1.3 Research Questions  

 

1. How does language reflect change in stance? How far do these linguistic cues 

denote the change in stance embedded in ideology? 

a. How far does the use of diction detect the change in stance? 

b. To what extent is metaphor indicative of stance shift? 

c. How does modality contribute to show the shift in stance? 

d. How far does reference reveal the stance shift? 

e. To what extent are transitivity and theme indicative of stance shift? 

f. How does argumentation show the writer’s change of stance? 

 

2. To what extent are writers neutral and objective in their stance towards the 

January 25th revolution? If they are not neutral, which side do they take? Whose 

ideologies do they articulate? Which dominating power or hegemonic structure 

has the upper hand in such social context? 

 

1. 4 Significance of the Study 

 

1. The present study has practical relevance to researchers investigating discourse by 

applying critical discourse analysis. In particular, those concerned with the 

analysis of language in relation to social practices. 


