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1.5.4 Ibn Al Fārid̲ and Sufi Nature Symbols………………..……………………35 

1.6 Peirce’s Semiotics…………………………………………………………...……….35 

1.6.1 Peirce’s Theory of Signs…………………………………………….……..37 

1.6.2 Peirce’s Basic Structure of Sign……………………………………...……37 

1.6.3 Peirce’s 1860s First Version of the Theory of Signs………………………39  

1.6.4 Peirce’s Definition of Symbol………………………………………...……40 

1.7 Models of Analysis………………………………………………………….……….41 

1.7.1 Peirce’s (1931) Triadic Model of the Sign……………………………….. 41 

1.7.2 Bruno Osimo’s (2004) Meaning in translation: A model based on 

translation shifts…………………………………………………………………42 

1.8 Categorization of Types of Sufi Symbols………………………………………...….45 

1.9 Classification of Translation Strategies……………………………………….……..46 

1.10 Previous Work on Translation of Sufi Texts………………………………….……48 

1.11 Previous Work on Translation of Symbols…………………………………...…….52 

1.12 Previous Work on of Sufi Texts………………………………………..………….. 56 

Chapter Two: Semiotic Analysis of the Translations of Concrete Symbols of Sufi Wine, 

Sufi Feminine, and Sufi Nature Symbols in Reynold Nicholson’s (1921) “The Mystic’s 

Progress” and A. J. Arberry’s (1952) The Poem of the Way……………………………...… 59 

2.1 Methodology………………………………………………………………………....59 

2.2 Sufi Wine Symbols…………………………………………………………………..62 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 5 
 

2.2.1 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Wine Symbols Translation in Nicholson (1921) and 

Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)…………………….………….62 

2.2.2 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Wine Symbols Translation in Nicholson (1921) and 

Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)……………………………..…68 

2.3 Sufi Feminine Symbols……………………………………………………………....71 

2.3.1 Sufi Feminine Symbols………………………………………..……………71 

2.3.1.1 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Feminine Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931). 

2.3.1.2 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Feminine Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004).  

2.3.2 Platonic Love (ghazal ̒udhrī) Symbols…………………………….……..84 
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Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004).  

2.4 Sufi Nature Symbols………………………………………………….………………92 

2.4.1 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Nature Symbols Translation in Nicholson (1921) 

and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)………………………..….92 

2.4.2 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Nature Symbols Translation in Nicholson (1921) 

and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)………………………….116 

 

 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 6 
 

Chapter Three: Semiotic Analysis of the Translations of Abstract Symbols of Sufi Spiritual 

State, Sufi Emigration, Places in Hejaz and Acts of Worship in Reynold Nicholson’s (1921) 

“The Mystic’s Progress” and A. J. Arberry’s (1952) The Poem of the 

Way……………………………………………………………………………………………. 123 

3.1 Sufi Spiritual State Symbols………………………………………………..…….123 

3.1.1 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)…….....................123 

3.1.2 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)………………......164 

3.2 Sufi Emigration Symbols…………………………………………………………174 

3.2.1 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Emigration Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)…………………..174 

3.2.2 Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Emigration Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)………………….175 

3.3 Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols…………………………………………...………….176 

3.3.1 Semiotic Analysis of Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)…………………..176 

3.3.2 Semiotic Analysis of Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)……………..……184 

3.4 Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols……………………………………………………..189 

3.4.1 Semiotic Analysis of Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931)…………..………189 

3.4.2 Semiotic Analysis of Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004)……………..……203 

Chapter Four: Discussion of the Findings and Results……………………………………..210 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 7 
 

4.1 Discussion of the Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952)……………………………………………...…..210 

4.1.1 Results of the Analysis of Sufi Wine Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952)……………………………………………...………210 

4.1.1.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Wine Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931).  

4.1.1.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Wine Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.1.2 Results of the Analysis of Sufi Feminine Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952)……………………………………………………...213 

4.1.2.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Feminine Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931). 

4.1.2.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Feminine Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.1.3 Results of the Analysis of Sufi Nature Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952)…………………………………………………...…219 

4.1.3.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Nature Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931). 

4.1.3.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Nature Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 8 
 

4.1.4 Results of the Analysis of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952)………………………………………….224 

4.1.4.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931). 

 4.1.4.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.1.5 Results of the Analysis of Sufi Emigration Symbols Translation in Nicholson 

(1921) and Arberry (1952)…………………………………………………….230 

4.1.5.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Emigration Symbols 

translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931).  

 4.1.5.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Sufi Emigration Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.1.6 Results of the Analysis of Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952)……………………………………….…232 

4.1.6.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931). 

4.1.6.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Places in Hejaz Sufi Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.1.7 Results of the Analysis of Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952)………………………………………….237 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 9 
 

4.1.7.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s 

Model (1931).  

4.1.7.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of Acts of Worship Sufi Symbols 

Translation in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s 

Model (2004). 

4.2 Discussion of the Results of the Semiotic Analysis of All Sufi Symbols Translation in 

Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952)………………………………………………….241 

4.2.1 Results of the Analysis of All Sufi Symbols Translation in Nicholson (1921) 

and Arberry (1952)……………………………………………………………241 

4.2.1.1 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of All Sufi Symbols Translation 

in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Pierce’s Model (1931). 

4.2.1.2 Results of the Semiotic Analysis of All Sufi Symbols Translation 

in Nicholson (1921) and Arberry (1952) Based on Osimo’s Model (2004).  

Conclusion……………………………………………………………………………………..245 

References……………………………………………………………………………………...251 

English Summary…………………………………………………………………………...…270 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 10 
 

List of Examples 

 Examples 1 and 2 of Sufi Wine Symbols…………………………………………………..…….62 

Semiotic Components of Example 1 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………62 

Semiotic Components of Example 2 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………..63 

Example 3 of Sufi Wine Symbols…………………………………………………………...…….64 

Semiotic Components of Example 3 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………..…64 

Examples 4 and 5 of Sufi Wine Symbols……………………………………………….………...65 

Semiotic Components of Example 4 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………..65 

Semiotic Components of Example 5 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………..66 

Example 6 of Sufi Wine Symbols...................................................................................................67 

Semiotic Components of Example 6 of Sufi Wine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………..67 

Example 1 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………………..71 

Semiotic Components of Example 1 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…….71 

Example 2 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………………….72 

Semiotic Components of Example 2 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....73 

Example 3 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………………….75 

Semiotic Components of Example 3 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....75 

Example 4 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………….………76 

Semiotic Components of Example 4 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....76 

Example 5 of Sufi Feminine Symbols………………………………………………………….....77 

Semiotic Components of Example 5 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....77 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 11 
 

Example 6 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………………….78 

Semiotic Components of Example 6 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....78 

Example 7 of Sufi Feminine Symbols…………………………………………………………….79 

Semiotic Components of Example 7 of Sufi Feminine Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……....79 

Examples 1, 2 and 3 of Platonic Love (ghazal ̒udhrī) Symbols……………………………….…84 
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Model.....................................................................................................................................88 

Example 1 of Sufi Nature Symbols……………………………………………………………….92 

Semiotic Components of Example 1 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………....92 

Example 2 of Sufi Nature Symbols……………………………………………………………….93 

Semiotic Components of Example2 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……….…94 

Examples 3 and 4 of Sufi Nature Symbols………………………………………………….……94 



TRANSLATING SUFI SYMBOLS 12 
 

Semiotic Components of Example 3 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…………95 

Semiotic Components of Example 4 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………....96 

Example 5 of Sufi Nature Symbols……………………………………………………….………97 

Semiotic Components of Example 5 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……...….98 

Example 6 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………………...…..99 

Semiotic Components of Example 6 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………100 

Example 7 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………………..….101 

Semiotic Components of Example 7 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………..102 

Example 8 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………….………..103 

Semiotic Components of Example 8 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model……..…103 

Example 9 of Sufi Nature Symbols………………………………………………………….…..105 

Semiotic Components of Example 9 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………105 

Example 10 of Sufi Nature Symbols………………………………………………………….…106 

Semiotic Components of Example 10 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…….107 

Example 11 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………………….108 

Semiotic Components of Example 11 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………108 

Example 12 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………………….110 

Semiotic Components of Example 12 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model………110 

Example 13 of Sufi Nature Symbols…………………………………………………………….114 

Semiotic Components of Example 13 of Sufi Nature Symbols Based on Peirce’s Model…….115 

Example 1 of Sufi Spiritual State Symbols……………………………………………………..123 


