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INTRODUCTION

g)ityriasis versicolor (PV) is a chronic, superficial fungal
infection, first described by Wilan in 1901 (De Morais et
al., 2010).

It is one of the three common superficial fungal
infections that affects the human beings, the other two are
dermatophytosis and candidiasis. This infection is more
common in the tropical and sub tropical regions due to the
prevalence of hot and humid climate. The incidence of
Pityriasis versicolor in Egypt was found to be approximately
5.6% among other skin diseases, while the prevalence in colder
countries is less than 1% (Jena et al., 2005).

It is a chronic infection of the stratum corneum, caused
by lipophilic yeasts of Malassezia genus which are commensal
members of the normal skin flora (Reiss et al., 2012). As a
commensal, Malassezia exists in the yeast form in the areas of
the body rich in sebaceous glands and gets converted into the
mold form which is the cause for the infection. This
transformation occurs in the presence of certain predisposing
factors which may be endogenous or exogenous. Factors such
as hyperhidrosis, malnutrition, Cushing syndrome, use of
systemic corticosteroids and immunosuppression predispose an
individual to develop pityriasis versicolor (Gupta et al., 2002).
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The genus Malassezia includes 15 lipophilic species
namely M.globosa, M. sympodialis, M. furfur, M. restricta,
M.slooffiae, M. obtusa, M. pachydermatis, M. dermatis,
M.nana, M. yamotensis, M. caprae, M. equina, M. cuniculi,
M.japonica with the recent addition of the new species
Malassezia arunalokei” (Honnavar et al., 2016). Of these, M.
globosa, M sympodialis and M. furfur are known to be the
predominant etiological agents causing pityriasis versicolor
(Hay et al., 2016).

This infection is clinically characterised by the presence
of well- defined hypopigmented or pigmented macules and
patches with fine bran like scales.Residual hypopigmentation
and recurrent episodes are the two main issues faced by the
patients with pityriasis versicolor (Camargo-Sanchez et al.,
2019).
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AIM OF THE WORK

6he aim of this work is to isolate and identify Malassezia
species from pityriasis versicolor using chromagar-
medium.




