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INTRODUCTION

In many areas of the third world, rheumatic heart disease
continues to be a problem with high mortality and morbidity

(John, Krishnaswami, Jairaj et al., 1975){!)

Mitral stenosis is frequently associated with left atrial
hypertension and pulmonary hypertension with increased

pulmonary vascular resistance. (Block and Palacios, 1988)2

Mitral insufficiency is frequently associated with left
atrial hypertension and reduction of systemic blood flow.

(Spencer, 1983)13

Haemodynamic studies have demonstrated reversibility of
pulmonary vascular resistance after mitral valve

operations.(Block et al., 1988)(2)

When severe pulmonary hypertension is present pre-
operatively, It will likely to regress towards normal after mitral
valve replacement, It seems related largely to sudden reduction
of left atrial pressure and to reversal of severe spastic pulmonary
vasoconstriction that accompanies left atrial hypertension in

some patients.  ( Kirklin and Barratt - Boyes, 1986)%

Studies of pulmonary hypertension in patients undergoing

mitral valve surgery have shown that pulmonary vascular



-2
resistance can decrease. However, the results were not

uniform and in some studies pulmonary vascular resistance

did not decline. (Block et al., 1988)(2)



