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Introduction 

1 

Introduction 

Since ancient times, several societies have resorted to nature, 

mainly to plants as medical and health sources. Today, a great 

percentage of the world population, in particular in developing 

countries, uses plants for facing primary needs of medical assistance 

(Tene et al., 2007). 

Family Leguminosae is one of the largest families of the flowering 

plants. It comprises about 650 genera and 18000 species (Hu et al., 2000). 

The family is divided into three sub-families: Caesalpinioideae, 

Papilionoideae and Mimosoideae. These sub-families are now treated as 

independent families due to their large size and named, Caesalpiniaceae, 

Papilionaceae, and Mimosaceae (Gledhill, 2008). The name 

Caesalpinioideae is derived from the generic name Caesalpinia. The 

Caesalpinioideae are mainly trees distributed in the moist tropical areas. 

Caesalpinacae represents approximately 11% of the known 

legume flora, with 152 genera and 2800 species (Willis, 1973). 

The members of this family are characterized by the legume type 

of fruits (pods), in which the seeds are housed. They are distributed 

throughout the world in almost all habitats; however the greatest 

diversity of the legumes is in the tropical and subtropical areas (Ali et 

al., 2001). 

Phenolic compounds are commonly found in both edible and 

non-edible plants of family Leguminosae and they have been reported 

to have multiple biological effects. The flavonoids and other phenolics 


