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Researcher Name: Wafaa Masmoo Ahmed Abou Taleb
Title: Human Values of Pre-Islamic Jewish and Christian
Poets
(A Comparative Analytical Study)

The study aims at stressing the most important human
values (religious, mental and social) of the pre-Islamic Jewish
and Christian poets, and stressing that such values are not
due to social values in Jahili Era or the nature of the Arab
person who is used to loving goodness, bravery, protecting his
neighbor, defending the oppressed and other values. Or these
values may be due to the nature of the desert environment
that gained the poet those attributes. These values are
derived from Judaism and Christianity, where the Jews and
Christians represented them in the Arab desert in their
sayings and deeds. It is clear in their poetry and prose, and
derived from their holy books: Torah and its versions The Old
Testament, and from the bible and its versions The New
Testament. These books comprised human values, wisdom,
proverbs, recommendations, and sermons.

The study mentioned the importance of Judaism and
Christianity in the Arab Peninsula before Islam, where they
were very important; wars were waged for them, churches,
temples and synagogues were built for them and other
worship places. Judaism spread in Yemen, Hijaz, mid Nagid,
until all the Yemeni tribes followed them where tribes of Bani
Al Harith bin Kaeb dwelled in Yemen in Nagran.

Other tribes followed them including Aws and Khazraj,
and some tribes of Ghatafan, Kenana, Juhaina, Namer,
Ghasan. Christian spread in North Hijaz in Iraq and Syria many
Arab tribes followed Christianity.



The study explained the chosen poetic trends, and studied
them objectively. Also, the study balanced between the
poetry of Jews and Christians and stated the similarities and
differences between them. It stated the poets’ techniques
and employment of various human values.

The study is based on the descriptive analytical method,
and depended on history in collecting information related to
the history of Christian and Jewish tribes in Arab peninsula,
their ancestry, places of residence. The descriptive analytical
method is related to analyzing the studied phenomenon,
collecting data, choosing hypotheses suiting the thesis,
making comparisons, to reach results in the end, this was
achieved in this study that collected the poetry of human
values in the pre-Islamic Jewish and Christian poets, and
analyzing the chosen poetry of those two categories,
comparing between the poetry of the two categories, that
was based on the good observation of the similarities and
differences, at last reaching results.

Important terms:

- human values before Islam

- poetry of Jews and Christians before Islam

- comparison between the poetry of Jews and Christians.
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