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Abstract

The broad area of the present study 1s SLA using the
principles and parameters model of the UG theory. The study
investigates the acquisition of the Pro-Drop (Pb) parameter in
Caircne colloguial Arabic (CCA) as a second language. The aim
of the study is to ook at the possible effect of the PD parameter
value of L1 01; the acquisttion of the same parameter in L2. If
the effect 1s found, its manifestations in the subjects’
interlanguage will be analvzed . The possible effect of some other
factors such as tevel of proficiency, gender, and length of
restdence on the acquisition of CCA as a second language is zﬂso
examined. The titerature review traces the development of the .
field of SLA and its relationship with the development of
linguistic theories especially the theory of UG and witroduces the
main concepts of the P&P model and its impact on SLA research
followed by SLLA research studies on UG (P&P).

The subjects are 45 learners of CCA as a second language
from four language groups. The instrument used is a
grammaticality judgment test . The results reveal that L2 learners
do not start by a neutral parameter setting and that L1 PD
: barametér provide the iitial value until the proper L2 setting 13
" attained and that learning L2 with a parameter setting similar to
that of the L1 is easer than learning L2 witha diﬁ‘erént parameter

setting . The results also show that properties that are supposed to



be syntactically clustering with the PD parameter do not show
this clustering effect in the process of L2 acquisition. The
performance of the subjects in the PD test tallies directly -with the
‘s.-ubjects’- level of proficiency and no relationship could be
detected between subjects’ level of proﬁciency-and their length of
residence. The performance of the female subjects in the présent

study is generally better than that of the male subjects .



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AGR Agreement

CCA Cairene colloquial Arabic
ECA Egyptian Colloquial Arabic
ESL English as a second language
GB Government and binding

IL Interlanguage

INFL Infliction

NP Noun phrase

PD Pro- drop

P&P Principles and parameters

L1 First (nativé) language

L2 Second language

SLA Second language acquisition
t Computed value ofa ¢ test

TOEFL  Test of English as a foreign language
SAMS Sadat Academy for Management Sciences
SOV Subject object verb

SVO Subject verb object



Key to Transcription of Arabic Phonemes

Consonants

eal
laryngeal

Bilabial
Dental
alvenlar

emphatic [}
alveolar -

IPharyng

stop

fricative

trill

lateral

3 Semi vowels W



Vowels

examples

fcax/ “brother”

ftazkiri/  “a ticket”
/bent/ “airl”
fcil/ “the”
fcuxt/ “sister”

fmostalfa/  “hospital”

og xamples _

vowels

/sigara:/  “a cigarette”

ftawizl/ “tall”
1 feitne:n/ “two”

I3 FSL

/yku:n/ is

Jdukto:r/  “adector”
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