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Glossary &

Glosssary

Defintion

Meaning

Bronchoprovocation.

Testing includes several tests used to diagnose
asthma (Peter et al., 2019).

Bronchospasm

Constriction of the air passages of the lung (as in
asthma) by spasmodic contraction of the
bronchial muscles (Global Initiative for
Asthma, 2020)

Continuous positive
airway pressure

Is a type of positive airway pressure that is used
to deliver a set pressure to the airways that is
maintained throughout the respiratory cycle,
during both inspiration and expiration (Weisberg
et al., 2018)

Controller
medications

Are a type of medication that are very effective
at reducing inflammation in the body (Tesse-
Borrelli et al., 2018)

Crackles, or rales,

A discontinuous (abnormal) sound heard on
auscultation, primarily during inhalation (Peters
et al., 2019).

Desquamation:

The shedding of the outer layers of the skin
(Leach, 2017)

The excretion of fluid by the sweat glands of the

Diaphoresis skin (Leach, 2017)
. Sleep lightly or for a short period (Medic et al.,
Dozing 2017)
Are problems in which the child has trouble
Dyssomnias either falling or staying asleep at night, or

experiences excessive sleepiness during the day
(Lotagal, 2018)
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Glossary &

Defintion

Meaning

Electro oculography

A type of electrophysiologic retinal testing done
to assess the function of the retinal pigment
epithelium by measuring change in the electrical
potential between the front and back of the eye
in response to dark and light (Lisspers et al.,
2018)

Electroencephalogra
phy

A technique for studying the electrical currents
within the brain (Lisspers et al., 2018)

Eosinophils

A type of immune cell that has granules (small
particles) with enzymes that are released during
infections, allergic reactions, and asthma. An
eosinophil is a type of white blood cell and a
type of granulocyte (Groves et al., 2019)

Exacerbation of
asthma

Are episodes of progressive increase in shortness
of breath, cough, and wheezing chest? (Bulow et
al., 2017)

exercise-induced
asthma

Is initiated by the fall in airway temperature
during rapid breathing followed by rapid
reheating with lowered ventilation (Lietz, 2018)

Forced expiratory
volume

The volume of air that can be forced out taking a
deep breath, an important measure of pulmonary
function (Leach, 2017)

Gamma-
aminobutyric acid

An amino acid that is a neurotransmitter which
induces inhibition of postsynaptic neurons
(Choksi, 2021)

Metered dose inhaler

A device that delivers a measured amount of
medication as a mist the patient can inhale (Cook
etal., 2017)
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