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L.D.H.

MHC
NK
Ph
RTI
Smig

Staph.
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INTRODUCTION

Infections are the major cause of morbidity and mortality in acute
leukemic patients (Yagarlamudi, et al,, 2000). Moreover, bacteremia
remain a major cause of morbidity in such patients especially those
undergoing treatment for cancer (@Pizzo, 1993). Staphylococus aureus

bacteremia in haematalogical patients was reported to be prevalent

((gugo et al,, 2002),

Gram negative organisms weré the major cause of septic shock in
héematalogical oncology }Satients with positive blood culture, although
they \.)vere recovered less frequently than Gram positive cocci (ledo, et
al, 1998). Septic shock is a major life threatening. complication of

bacteremia (Yacobs, et al., )990).

Impajred host defense in haematalogical neoplasm is reported.
Many. factors may contribute to decrease resistance including impaired
phagocytosis, neutropenia, (G(}ér[e, et al, 1974), defective pfoduction of
circulating antibodies and impaired cellular immunity. Moreover,
chemotherapy, malnutrition are reported to play a role (Gentile, et af,

1996).
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AIM OF THE WORK

atients with acute leukemia are at high risk for infections. The
aim of this study is to identify the type of pathogens that cause
infection in patients with haematological mélignancy.
Moreover, to analyze serum level of interleukin 8 (IL-8) and C-reactive
pfotein to ésses the potential value of IL-8 and C-reactive protein for

prediction of bactermia and infections in such patients.
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