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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF WORK
Patients with chronic liver diseases represent a
therapeutic problem. Despite of the use of any or all
therapeutic measures now available, many patients still

can not be effectively treated.

Schi stosomiasis represents the major part of the
endemic diseases 1n Egypt. It affects our farmers in
their adolescence leading to hepatic fibrosis with the

development of portal hypertension and its sequale. This
problem represents a major burden on the economic Sfatus

of our country.

It is proved that 01rrho«1s has an outlook worse than
that of many forms of cancer. The onset of ascites is an
ominous sign and the mortality of bleeding from varices is

high.

All the measures taken for the treatment of cirrhosi
are considered as palliative only and the prognosis usual-
ly gets worse after all types of shunts rather than im-

proved,

The cirrhotics with hepatocellular failure present a
very difficult problem in management. Any precipitating
factors in cirrhotics, such as gastrointestinal bleeding,
a fall in blood pressure or an acute infection must be

vigorously treated. In the future, cirrhotics (except
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alcoholics who do not give up their alcohol) may be a
good candidate for liver transplantation. Also, children
with intrahepatic biliary atresia, patients with unresect-
able hepatic malignancies and those of progressive hepatic
insufficiency resulting from alcoholism, malnutrition,
hepatotoxins, and biliary obstruction have no hope of cure

unless they have a new liver.

Shortage of donor livers is a major problem especial-
ly in pediatric liver transplantation. Adult donor 1liv-
ers, although more readily obtainable, are generally
unacceptably large for pediatric recipients. This problem

will be solved if a partial donor liver would suffice.

In Egypt, many problems still face liver transplanta-
tion, first of all is the difficulty to obtain, the pres-
ervation and difficulty in transportation from area to
another and above all is the religicus prohibition of
using cadaveric organsy this is in addition to high per-
centage of liver affection due to Bilbarziasis as about

95% of the farmers are affected.

Such problems directed the attention of many surgeons
and investigators to do partial transpfantation without
the need to remove the recipient liver. However hepatec-—
tomy of the recipient is only necessary in cases of malig-

nancy reguiring transplantation.



