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1. INTRODUCTION

Sugarbeet (Beta vulgaris, L. var. Saccharifera) is an important
sugar crop in many countnesﬁalioyer the world. Sugarbeet needs less
water requirements and well-known to be adapted to poor saline, alkaline
and calcareous soils. So, its future is realy promising in the newly

reclaimed soils (as Al-Bustan and Western Nubariya).

Owing to the increaSing gap between production and consumption
of sugar in Egypt, there was a necessity to cultivate sugarbeet in a
suitable area to increase sugar production which depended for many
decades or even centuries only on sugarcane (Saccharium officinarium,
L.). Sugarcane is a perennial sugar crop of highly requirements and needs

extra fertile soils.

In Egypt, cultivated area of sugarbeet increased markedly during
the last two decades. Such area reached 103 thousand feddans in 1998,
with an increase of 86 thousand feddans than in 1982. This increase 1s
due to cultivating sugarbeet in new reclaimed soils in five governorates,
viz, Souhag, Qeena, El-Menia, El-Fayoum as well as El-Behera

(especially desert area at Al-Bustan and Western Nubariya regions).

The climate in Egypt differs from one area to another, and
according to the available meteorological data Egypt is divided into the
following nine agroclimatic zones as distinguished by Rijtema and Abu-
Khalid (1975):

1. Coastal area. 2. Central Delta area.



