X SEE XS EEXNEENEEXEEXNEXEEENE

clb-

B>

PRSP e
ot k) il bl | s
L 4

o gkl
@ ASUNET

bl -

e

(R deids st bt

AN AN AN AN AN NN AN AN A AN AN AN AN AN




e bl b k|
@ ASUNET

(R deids st bt

ot k) il bl | s

) bl | ) Gl | ot
@ ASUNET

e bl o gl Ao
ok sl 19 (gui sl il) Gutei guid




e bl b k|
@ ASUNET

(R deids st bt

Sl (el lin) b
ok 551y (oo ST Gusigad
EE

Wbaunkig bl g i gl DALY o) ot e pometi
i Gl 599 i) i Gl @ ] O3 (oo

-----

anER
llllllll

RPN EET DY o
@ ASUNET

o) i

shiid] ol daoad) gal 580 02R Laa




e bl b k|
@ ASUNET

(R deids st bt

ot k) il bl | s

.

=4
llllll

et | G|
@ ASUNET

Seiligd] g
aall dubail




X SEE XS EEXNEENEEXEEXNEXEEENE

clb-

B>

PRSP e
ot k) il bl | s

o ekad|
@ ASUNET

Wl -

dsinkt

(R deids st bt

AN AN AN AN AN NN AN AN A AN AN AN AN AN




Caliro University
Faculty of Arts
Department of English

The Ascension Towards Nothingness:
A Rereading of Samuel Beckett

as a Postmodernist
An MA Thesis

7
Amr Amin Mohamed Mostafa El-Sherief

' To the Department of
English Language and Literature

Under the Supervision of
Dr. Abd El-Aziz Hamouda

2002 | B |
- ey






S

SIES Y

b B a s e Jpaol all 1 ns 423611 i) ol
Q/\</<l\cg'.:'-'-'°"l ’Jﬂq“‘")‘ji’—«l:f%/ym

L!l M,-LJJL,) [

Aot
daalall 4 0l

\/LJAJ

ul.uﬁo.m o sliGi] day

pr Yl

ISP )
Q .

el £0)

~ (£)

YR RASTIVSEN 40
v o ke sl oM |
7 el
— =







CONTENTS
Acknowledgment.
I) Introduction.

IT) Modernity, Postmodernity and Postmodernism.

i)  Modermity: The Cartesian-cum-Kantian Enterprise.

ii) Nietzsche: “The entry into Postmodernity”.
iii) Postmodern Aesthetics.
iv)  Derrida’s Anti-metaphysical Stance.
V) Rorty’.s Irony.
vi)  Lyotard and the Sublime.
IIT) The Deterioration of Reality in Beckett’s Drama.
i) Escaping Metaphysics.
i) "~ Whois Godot?
iii)  The Unconceptualizable.
iv) Amalgamation and the End of Representation.
IV) Beckett and the Death of the Subject.
i) Fr&m Subjects to Roles.
ii)  The Irretrievable Loss of Man.
iif)  Post-humanist Art.
V) Conclusion.

V1) Bibliography

20
21
30
45
62
66
69
77
78
98
105
133
145
146
175
187
198
216






Acknowledgment

Acknowledgment



Chapter One 2

Acknowledgment

In the postmodern age, precious few things the irreducible
spirituality of which manages to escape the grinding processes of
commodification and commercialization that engulf’ everything. The
fatherly guidance with which professor Abdel-Aziz Hamouda endowed
me as well as the deep trust and patience which I found in him possess
such a value that cannot be estimated in material terms. But for professor
Hamouda’s constant encouragement, this thesis could have never been

finished neither in the proper time nor in its present form,

Amidst the disarray and confusion of a world that has lost its
moorings, very few centers manage to retain their prefect stability. My

mother’s unquenchable faith in me is such an enduring one.

To these two and the memory of Samuel Beckett — whose authentic
sublime art manages to escape both the taming process of interpretation
and its horrible concomitant process of commodification — I dedicate this .
thesis hoping to add but a pearl to the vast ocean of the now well-

established branch of practical criticism known as the Beckett Studies.



Introduction



Introduction ' 4

Who may tell the tale
Of the old man?
Weigh absence in a scale?
Mete want with a span
The sum assess of the world’s woes?

- Nothingness in words enclose?

(Beckett, 1970, 247)



