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abstract

ALMOSABBEH, Imadeddin Ahmad, Detemnmnts of economic growth in Syria
during the period 1970-2004,

Doctorate Thesis, Damascus University, 2008.

Supervisors: professor KANAN, Ali and prolessor AI-NAIMI , Kasem

This thesis aims to study the determinants of economic growth in Syria
during the period 1970-2004, The researcher chose Determinants set of
parameters that have been referred to studied and analyzed by growth theory
and applied researches of this theory. The impact of total factor productivity
TFP and economic diversification and fiscal policy, monetary and foreign
trade have been studied as determinants of this growth. On the other hand,
the economic growth equation has been estimated which has been used by
the Applied Research in the framework of Endogenous Growth theory. The

researcher has used, in order to te'st the research hypotheses, a descriptive

analysis and ecconometric mctho!d particularly cointegration and error
correction methodology. The results of the study showed that there was a
moral influence in the growth of total factor productivity TFP index of
economic diversification, current government spending, tax policy, the
structure of exports and improved prices. It also shows that the change of the
growth rate of monetary supply and the money supply had a negative impact
on growth, while the impact of the rate of M2 monetary supply is positive in
the economic growth. The results showed that human capital has had a
negative impact both in output | growth or the growth of total factor
productivity. The dissertation recommended has the importance of {ocusing
upon education in order to transfef it's impact from the negative side 1o the
positive one of the relationship with the indicator of economic growth. Tt
also recommended the need to focus on institutional reform, resettlement of
technology, manufacturing the economy and diversify sources of income in
Syria. In the policies side, the researcher suggested to increase current
spending to reach almost 18% of GDP and pursuit a suitable monectary
policy for economic growth, as well as the need to increase the possibility of
positive influence in Syrian exports to improve the terms of trade and
increase the positive impact of growth. Finally, the researcher proposes
completing research in many respects, particularly with regard to the impact
of the institutional aspects, income distribution, poverty and the impact of
changes in the labour market indicators in the economic growth in Syria.
KEYWORDS: |

Economic Growth, Modern (Endogenous) Growth Theory, Economic
Policies, Human Capital, Tota] Factor Productivity TFP, Economic
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Diversification, the Optimal Size, of Fiscal Policy, Cointegration and Error
Correction Methodology.
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