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Abstract 

Study Title: Use of Social Networking Sites as Social Capital a Field 

Study on a Sample of People with Special Needs in the Egyptian Society. 

Researcher Name: Mahmoud Fawzi Mahmoud Khedr 
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Assistant Professor of Media, Faculty of Women, Ain Shams University.  

Research Institution: Department of Sociology - Division of Media - 
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University, Cairo. 

Abstract: 

This study aimed to identify the extent to which people with special 

needs use social networks as social capital, based on the theory of social 

capital. The researcher measured personal social capital (bonding and 

bridging) for social networks such as Facebook, Instagram, etc. The 

researcher analyzed and examined a set of social, psychological, and media 

mediating variables. The current study employed the descriptive analytical 

research, which relied on a social survey method in conducting a 

quantitative study using an online questionnaire distributed to a random 

sample of 400 and a qualitative study was applied to an available sample of 

19 Egyptian people with special needs, users of social networks.  

The study sample comprises of male and female individuals of 

different age and social, economic, and educational levels. The results of the 

study indicated that there was a statistically significant positive average 

correlation between the intensity of the use of social networks and the 

aspects of achieving social capital as a result of using social networks. 
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