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ABSTRACT

 Endothelial cells form a monolaver that lines the active vascular

system. The structural and functional integrity of endothelium is a
fundamental requirement for maintenance of vessel wall homeostasis .

( The term endothelial dysfunction is often used to describe several
types of potentially reversible changes in the functional state of ECs that
oceur as a reépgnse to environimental factors (Schoen, ]994)) ,

Behcet's disease. BD 1s an autoummune chronic disorder that is
originally charaterised by recurrent uveitis and mouth and genital
ulcerations. Many other 01‘gan§s may be affected as a result of gellet‘aiised
vasculitis.

Increased plasma levels of ET-1 in patients with BD may"be
attributable to increased secretion or leakage of this mitogen from nyjured

vascular endothelial cells. R

Antibodies fo endothelial cells are autoanitibodies detected

many immune—mediated disorder_s//_\'-"/ ‘
-

the presence of high ET-1 levélamong subset ofpatienté with BD

—

iry

and this imcrease was associated with disease activity. Also, MIC IDX is a
more significant marker of vascular injury in relation to BD.
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