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Summary 

This study is conducted on 12 eulogies delivered in honor of the American boxer 

Muhammad Ali. I adopt the approach of discourse-historical analysis (DHA) using some 

of the tools of corpus linguistics and Halliday‘s systematic functional linguistics (SFL). I 

track down the messages conveyed by the eulogists concerning the heated sociopolitical 

atmosphere in America at the time of Ali‘s death through their portrayal of him. Ali has 

passed away at a time when xenophobia against immigrants, especially Muslims, 

prevailed in the country and when the African American community suffered from police 

brutality. The results showed that the majority of the African American speakers 

highlighted Ali‘s racial pride and the positive role Islam played in his life. 
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Thesis Title: A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Eulogies Delivered in Honor of the 

American Boxer Muhammad Ali 

Reseacher’s Name: Radwa Hamdy Al-Basousi 

Affiliation: Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University 

 

Abstract 

This study aims at tracing the social and political messages inherent in 12 eulogies 

delivered in a memorial service for the American boxer Muhammad Ali on June 10, 

2016. The eulogies are transcribed manually from a video downloaded from YouTube. As 

a Black American Muslim, Muhammad Ali‘s identity was significant to the sociopolitical 

situation in America at the time of his death. America, by the time of Ali‘s death, had 

witnessed a series of extrajudicial killings of African Americans. Furthermore, Ali‘s 

death coincided with the 2016 American presidential elections during which there were 

calls to prohibit Muslims from entering the USA. This sociopolitical situation inevitably 

made a great impact on the eulogies delivered for Ali. In this study, I adopt the qualitative 

approach of discourse-historical analysis (DHA) making use of some of the quantitative 

research tools of corpus linguistics. In the quantitative part of the analysis, I explore the 

concordance lines and frequencies of relevant keywords and references. Subsequently, a 

qualitative analysis is conducted to gain insight into the sociopolitical undertones in the 

eulogists‘ representation of Ali drawing on Halliday‘s systematic functional linguistics 

(SFL) tools. The results show that most of the African American speakers promoted 

racial pride by stressing Ali‘s own racial pride and marking certain incidents and 

movements from African American history that corresponded to the current Black Lives 

Matter movement. Moreover, some speakers highlighted the role of Islam in making Ali 
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avoid wars and violence at a time when the American government engaged in bloody 

conflicts.  

Keywords: Eulogies, discourse-historical analysis, systematic functional linguistics, 

corpus linguistics, sociopolitical discourse. 
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