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Introduction

Introduction

A smile is a key facial expression for daily social interactions
it gives the human face the aesthetic value needed to show
happiness, pleasantness and it can give a good first impression in
new relationships, This is not always the case sometimes excessive
gingival display during smile which is referred to as “gummy
smile” 1s an aesthetic concern to the patient, when the gingival
display is more than 3 mm from the gingival margin up to upper lip
line.! Vertical maxillary excess (VME) is one of the contributing
factors to this problem.

Clinical diagnosis of VME is made when the lower third of
the face is longer than the remaining two thirds, which depends on
the facial soft tissue analysis.?, In 1907 Angle presented a paradigm
based on skeletal and dental relationships as the main target of
analysis and treatment planning for patients with dentofacial
deformities. This paradigm changed after Proffit and Ackerman
emphasized on idealizing the norms of the soft tissue proportions
as the main target, while maintaining a functional occlusion as the
second target, leading to the current gold standard of soft tissue
analysis and restoring its norms in dentofacial deformity patients.*
various treatment modalities have been described to address the
gummy smile which includes orthognathic surgery, Le Forte |

maxillary impaction , 4587




