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The Depiction of Cancer Patients in Arab Television Series

and its Reflection on the Mental Image of the Libyan
Audience

Submitted by: Eman Ahmed Khalifa Auogi.
e Research Abstract:

This research aims at identifying the depiction of cancer patients in Arab
television series and its reflection on the mental image of the Libyan
audience towards cancer. The research relied on the media survey approach
with both its analytical and field sections through analyzing the content of
the TV series that are under study and that tackle the topic of cancer. The
research also adopted a questionnaire form which was presented to a
nominal sample of drama viewers which comprised 492 individuals.
Moreover, the researcher prepared an interview manual with oncologists.
The research also relied on the theories of cultural implantation and media
dependency. One of the most important outcomes of the study was that the
TV series under study depicted cancer in a reassuring way that stimulates
optimism and portrays the positive side of cancer away from tragic drama.
The study also proved that the stakeholders of Arab drama often tend to
present high economic level as it was noticed that most of the cancer
patients that were presented in the TV series under study belonged to the
rich class which does not suffer any problems in terms of treatment costs. It
was also observed that the TV series under study did not focus on the low
level category as it was not tackled once in the samples. Moreover, the
study showed that the audience builds an image on cancer patients based on
television drama, where they have a mental image similar to the reality of
cancer patients.

Keyword: Image- Mental Image- Cancer Patients- Arabic Drama-
Cultivation Theory- Dependence Media Theory.
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