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@ INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Urinary tract infection (UTI), a relatively common cause of fever in
infancy, usually consists of pyelonephritis and may cause permanent renal
damage (Hoberman et al, 1993). Initial episodes of UTI occur more
commonly in infancy than at any other age (Jodal and Winberg, 1987).

Predisposing factors include congenital obstruction, ureterovesical
valve dysfunction, immaturity of host defences, and exposure throught
fecal soiling to pathogens that can enter the UTI (Crain and Gershel,
1990).

Prevalence of UTI in febrile mfants has ranged from 4.1% to 7.5%
(Hoberman et al., 1993).

Pyuria was found to be absent in half of babies and very young
children with bacteriunia. Suprapubic bladder aspiration affords the
emergency physician low access to uncontaminated urine in ill infants

(Pollack et al., 1994).
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AIM OF THE WORK

The aim of this study is to assess the prevalence of UTI among
febrile infants without localization and the usefulness of urine analysis

(specimen taken by suprapubic bladder aspiration) in diagnosing UTI.
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