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INTRODUCTION



I- INTRODUCTION

The guava tree “Psidium guajava L.” is one of the oldest cultivated
trees in the world. It is believed that its culture started first in Latin
America and then spread from Mexico and Peru to all tropical and

subtropical areas in the world.

The guava is a hardy plant which grows in most soil types. Although
the guava can tolerate low soil moisture condition, availability of water
constantly will promote fast growth and leaf flushes. A worm, humid

condition is most optimum for guavas.

In Egypt,Guava plantations are widely distributed especially in Beheira,

El-Sharkia, around Alexandria and in newly reclaimed lands.

Guava can grow in many types of soils and it can grow under a wide
range of climatic and soil conditions (Bourke, 1976). The tree is fairly
drought, tolerant and can tolerate alkaline soil up to pH 8.2 (Somson,
1980).

~ The total guava areain AR.E. 1s 27.040 thousand feddans in 1997
. and the annual production is approximately 195.022 tons of guava fruits
(CAPMS).

Guava is considered a main fruit for export. Fruits are richin
Vitamin C and are consumed either fresh or incorporated in the
preparation of Jam, Jelly and Nectar. Guava is marketed in full npe stage

and must be consumed immediately or stored at low temperature (Rofael,
1985).

This investigation was carmried out on seedy guava trees to study the

effect of soil application of nitrogen and potassium on:



1. The leaf mineral content, shoot growth, fruit set and vield of the trees.
2. Fruit quality including fruit mineral content at harvest time.

3. The amount and time of irmgation i relation fo leaf, fruit mineral
content and fruit quahty. '



