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Introduction

disorders of cirrhosis and primary carcinoma of the liver (Perry et al.,
1972). These observations, thus, make serological diagnosis an attractive

alternative.

Fascioliasis is a saprometazoonosis where the parasite needs an
invertebrate intermediate host to complete its epidemiologic cycle of
transmission and the common source of infection was found to be green

vegetables contaminated by encysted metacercariae (Sadykov, 1988).

In view of the aforementioned fact, the present study is an attempt
to spot light on the copro-seroprevalence of fascioliasis in different
animal species (cattle, buffaloes, sheep, goat and equine) and man as well
as to compare and evaluate between two [Fasciola gigantica antigens
(crude and excretory / secretory antigens) in the diagnosis of fascioliasis
by using ELISA, which is considered as the inost sensitive test, allowing
to early diagnosis and treatment before liver damage is too advanced.
Also, the study was aimed to determining the percentage of infection of
different plants by the encysted metacercariae which is the common
source of infection for fascioliasis. The present study also investigated the
role of Lymnaea cailliaudi in the epidemiological cycle of infection

among other types of snails tested in this study.



