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 Introduction  

(1) 

Introduction 

itiligo is an idiopathic, acquired, circumscribed, 

hypomelanotic skin disorder, characterized by milky white 

patches of different sizes and shapes. It is due to loss of functional 

melanocytes resulting in the absence of pigment production of the 

skin and mucosal surfaces (Taieb and Picardo, 2010). 

The most common form of vitiligo, non-segmental 

vitiligo or vitiligo vulgaris, is symmetrical and may be 

localized to certain areas. It may also spread to involve the 

entire body surface. In contrast, segmental vitiligo only affects 

one side of the body and usually has limited progression. The 

two types of vitiligo may co-exist, in which case response to 

treatment in the segmented areas is usually poor (Picardo and 

Taieb, 2010; Ezzedine et al. 2012). 

 The immune system has a great role in the pathogenesis 

of all non-segmental vitiligo, including focal, generalized and 

universal types. Therefore, the available therapeutic modalities 

are directed toward suppression or regulation of these 

immunological changes (Radmanesh and Saedi, 2006). 

Topical corticosteroids (TCS) are used as first-line 

therapy as monotherapy (e.g. in localized vitiligo), or in 

combination with phototherapy or other topical agents (e.g. in 

generalized vitiligo). Systemic corticosteroids halt disease 

progression and induce repigmentation when used at the onset 

or early stages of disease, in some cases resulting in complete 
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