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Abstract

The current study aimed to investigate ways upon improvising the degree
of selective attention (visually- auditory) as well as the academic performance
and its correlation with the selective attention, in students with Low Achievers.
The sample collection process was random selecting 60 students (males:
females) equal ratio. The sample was further divided into two groups (control
group — test group), this was done after the evaluation of the students’ academic
records. Each group had 30 students (males and females equally distributed)
between the control and the test group. The ways in which data collection took
place using ‘Purdue Academic Rating Scale Feldhusen, Hoover & Sayler, 1997°
(measure of the selective attention designed by the author) Upon the analysis of
the results obtained, showed the presence of statistically significant differences
between the scores of the degree of selective attention (visually- auditory)
obtained prior to the experiment conducted and scores obtained subsequently of
the test group members. With the results obtained after had higher scores. The
results have also shown statistically significant difference of (0.05> a) in the
academic performances of students, obtained prior to the experiment conducted
and scores obtained subsequently of the test group members. Which implies the
noticeable academic improvement of the students with academic tardiness. It has
also been found that the scores obtained subsequently in the study of selective
attention was found to be higher in the control group than the test group. There
was no significant difference in degree of selective attention and the academic
performance in middle school students with academic tardiness in the test
preformed subsequently in the study and the follow up test scores two months
after the study was conducted. The scores collected from the control group were
found to be noticeably high, which subsequently suggests the effectiveness of
the training program conducted in the development of the degree of selective
attention visually and auditory. The author recommends the recognition of the
degree of selective attention visually and auditory in the educational process as
well as the capability of the students to score academically. There were
suggestions made by the author that included, the importance of organizing and
customising classes from the students’ schedule, that work to train students on
developing their selective attention visually and auditory as these are considered
vital segments that need further improvement to aid the educational progress.

Key words:

selective attention - visual selective attention - auditory selective attention -
academic progress - Low Achievers
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