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ABSTRACT  

 
 

ABSTRACT 

Egypt includes a great part of the Great Rift Valley/Red Sea 

flyway; the second world’s most important flyway for migratory 

soaring birds. It acts as a corridor between Eurasia and Africa The 

aim of the present study is to study the phenology and survey the 

numbers of species and individuals of migratory soaring birds that 

pass through a wind farm (240 Megawatts (MW) wind energy 

project of Kreditanstaltfür Wiederaufbau (Germany’s development 

bank) (KFW) located in Gebel Al-Zeit area, Red Sea Governorate, 

Egypt. Bird monitoring was conducted by visual observations, for 

eight hours during daytime at the whole survey period in two fixed 

observation points, during the period extending from March 4th to 

May 10th, 2018. This observation period covered a four-week peak 

of spring migration season. A total of 143,906 soaring birds 

belonging to 32 species were counted. The most common bird 

species was the white stork (63.1%), the northern steppe 

buzzard/common buzzard (13.21%), the great white pelican 

(7.42%), the European honey buzzard (6%), the Levant 

sparrowhawk (2.38%), and the black kite, (2.17%). Globally 

threatened (vulnerable, endangered, and critically endangered) 

migratory soaring bird species recorded in the study area surpassed 

1% of the flyway population. These species include the Egyptian 

vulture (1.2%) and the steppe eagle (3.02%). Two other near 

threatened bird species; i.e., the pallid harrier (6 individuals), and 



 

 
 

the red-footed falcon (two individuals), were also observed. These 

results spotlight on the importance of protecting the study area as a 

bird migration corridor.  

ABSTRACT
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